KUMON

Public Relations Department Global Network Team

Annual Report

LRSS 70—-NILexyRND—0F—L FERE

2017€78~8R
EIC 201 7 [English Immersion Camp]

EIC 2017 Tld. FEBLEDPZUVHRRT BHMREBEPLTHIC. LLKODPOFHLIVESZE
MLELEZ, ELTHILL, T—4&2 - RRXLT - FaZI2T7HEDF > T—Z—HEICD
xyhT—=olcmbWEL 7z,

In EIC 2017 we implemented several new activities with the aim of creating more
opportunities for children to learn and grow. Moreover, for the first time in EIC history, we
welcomed camp leaders from Bhutan, Tunisia and Venezuela.
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We went to Thailand (Chiang Mai, Bangkok). Thanks to the Camp Leader’s support, we could
enjoy this trip with members of different ages from elementary school students to guardians!
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The 9th APN [Ambassadors Of Peace Network]
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Up to now | have been going to school without and any problems, In APN | learned that in the
world in some places it’s not an easy thing to build a school. It was difficult but interesting.

EI D 201 7 [English Immersion Day]
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Thank you for your understanding and cooperation with the Kumon Institute of Education Co., Ltd. Public Relations
Department’s activities for the financial year 2017. | believe that the children that participated in each and every one of
our activities in regard to English learning are striving for higher goals and are more motivated in their school life and

family life.
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Public Relations Department Global Network Team Leader

The Overseas Study Tour (OST) goes beyond Japan and
this year we visited the Kumon students in Thailand and were
able to participate in activities with the same objective. It
was a good occasion to realize the future direction of our
activities.

Although the Ambassador of Peace Network (APN) is an
alumni event for EIC participants, | have always felt that the
relationship with Camp Leaders supports the growth of the
EIC participants.

At English Immersion Camp (EIC) this year, we set up
opportunities for children to think about global issues using
English. such as our collaboration with World Wide Fund for
Nature (WWF) Japan. In the future we hope to continue to
offer such opportunities during the camp. English Immersion
Day (EID) was held in 7 regions nationwide, and the
participants were able to realize the results of their daily
studies at Kumon. At the end of the day they felt more
motivated to continue to study even more.

I myself felt the sense of actually using “English as a tool for
communication” through the above-mentioned activities in
2017, and witnessed many elementary students learning
about Japan and the world using English. | also felt that there
is a need for improvement in the value that we offer through
our activities. Therefore, based on participants’ confidence
that they can utilize the English they have studied at Kumon,
we would like to add more programs that offer
communicating in English on a broader perspective through
our activities in 2018.

In addition to the values that the Global Network Team has
promoted for a very long time, we will aim to provide even
higher value and formulate new missions that we hope can
further contribute to society as follows.

“We offer a place for children to have successful
communication using English as a tool. We encourage children to
accept each other’s differences, have confidence, dream and
have goals. We support each individual’s growth as a person who
can contribute to the global community. Furthermore, we
endeavor to understand how to nurture such persons and make
contributions to society by sharing the outcome (e.g. intrinsic
sense of purpose / more effective learning measures) based on
such endeavors.”

| sincerely look forward to your continued support and
encouragement. Be on the lookout for some exciting activities
in 2018.
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EIC 2017
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EIC 2017 focused on increasing communication opportunities!
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In EIC 2017 we focused our efforts into increasing the variety and frequency of communication opportunities for

children through new activities. Moreover, we emphasized on ensuring that children could feel a sense of

accomplishment by taking on new challenges and striving for their goals during the camp.
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Growth Image of
Children in EIC
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In EIC, we offer a place
where children can communi-
cate with people from different
countries using English as a
common language and broad-
en their worldview. It is our
wish that through these inter-
actions, EIC participants learn
to embrace each others’ differ-
ences with mutual respect and
understanding. Furthermore,
we provide learning opportuni-
ties for children to think about
how they can make a positive
contribution to society. As a
result, they get to realize that
their individual actions, no
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matter how small, can com-
bine to have a big impact on
the world.

In order to help children
realize their individual poten-
tial, we encourage them to try
out different challenges during
the camp. Whether it is volun-
teering to ask a question or
presenting in front of many
people in English, our Camp
Leaders make sure to
acknowledge the children’s’
efforts and achievements. Chil-
dren’s motivation and confi-
dence increases when the
Camp Leaders express belief
in their potential through
words and actions. They are
more willing to go out of their
comfort zone and try their
best.




EIC 2017 at a Glance
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Every year, we strive to improve our camps so that we can support each and every individual child’s

growth in the best way possible. This year, we implemented several new activities with the aim of creating more opportunities for

children to learn and grow.

Collaboration with
World Wide Fund for

Nature (WWF) Japan
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This year, we collaborated with
WWEF Japan to raise children’s
awareness about global warming.
In addition, we introduced a new
interactive board game for
children to learn about
sustainable actions to reduce
global warming.

Amazing Japan
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This was a new activity
introduced in the six-day camp.
Working in teams, children
prepared and gave a presentation
about Japanese culture. It was a
good opportunity for children to
share ideas about their own
culture, engage in teamwork, and
practice their communication
skills.

Story Reading
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This was a new activity
introduced in the four-day camp.
In their own group rooms, children
read an English book together
with their Camp Leaders. They
enjoyed these interactive story
reading sessions and many of the
students wrote they want to read
more English books after the
camp.

Cultural Showbiz
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This year, in both the four-day
and the 6-day camps, each group
learned a dance from their Camp
Leader’ s country and performed it
in the graduation ceremony. The
students got to learn not only the
dance moves but also the cultural
significance of the dances.
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CAMP LEADERS
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We would also like to express our heartfelt
appreciation to the camp leaders, without whom
we could not have created a successful camp.
While they may come from different back-
grounds, they all share the same passion in help-
ing children learn and grow.

Our camp leaders are international students
studying at Japanese universities. The lzu Camp
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https://www.immersioncamp.com/home/eic2017report/

Leaders are undergraduate and graduate
students from Ritsumeikan University, Kyoto Uni-
versity and Osaka University while the Biwako
Camp Leaders are from Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific
University in Kyushu. Before the camp starts, they
went through a 6-Days Training Program to learn
the necessary skills and knowledge of how to
best support the kids during the camp.

Thanks to their tireless efforts, children who
joined EIC 2017 were able to have a wonderful
and meaningful time at the camp.
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3rd Overseas Study Tour
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Different language was very hard, but enjoy together
with Thai friends. We think to now each other is very

What makes you happy?
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important because, we think conflicts happen when

we don’t know each other’s countries.
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We visited Thailand during the
period of mourning for the late King
Bhumibol, and we were able to com-
municate with local children from vari-
ous hill tribes who were attending
boarding schools away from home in
order to have access to education.
This was very impressive to see and
gave the participants a good chance
to think about Japan and themselves.

We also met and listened to some
role models who are Japanese and
are actively contributing to society in
Thailand and the world. We experi-
enced the fun of using English and its
importance. This was an opportunity
for us to imagine ourselves in the
world. We would like to thank all
Chualongkorn University members
who warmly greeted us even when
we were late due to Bangkok traffic
as well as all of the UNESCO Bangkok
staff members for preparing a mean-
ingful workshop that was very easy to
understand even for elementary
school students.
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Taking the opportunity of the Study Tour, we were able to con-
duct an interactive exchange program between Japanese and
overseas Kumon students. We exchanged ideas and knowledge
about each other’s culture, dreams, and goals. We felt that this
was a great and meaningful encounter.
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Witnessing our Thai Kumon students apply their
English knowledge in live actions with confidence
does strengthen parents' trust that Kumon language
program lays a firm foundation for children to
explore the world and achieve their dreams!

Kumon Thailand Co., Ltd.
Field Development Division Leader
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Similar to EIC, we want to share about what we felt and learned without the fear of making mistakes through writing daily diaries and report of activities in English.
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https://www.immersioncamp.com/home/studytour/3rdreport_j/




The 9th Ambassadors Of Peace Network (APN)
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Theme: “Education”

2017482380 (B) /XX HE
2 TEIMAMbassadors of
Peace Network (APN) %z B8 & L
F U7 EICOOBOG. CRik. F+
DT =F = RIVT T ANRE
190 E#IE 1 702h EFEU,
Fi=. YouTube T TEEHITL.
S TEREIC Familys it 57
PHSAPNDEFZRDENTE
FU7o

FEOMAPNDT—YTHIHAEIC
DVT.ALRDBRERLAE
o HROHEDHFICEEZNF
TRBPY. CNSOBBEEFRTS
BICEETDFEICOVTELRUE
(/=

ae

Nurturing global citizens and
leaders for the next generation

The Ambassadors of Peace
Network was held on Sunday,
April 23, 2017 at the Kumon
Hall of the Kumon Institute of
Education Co., Ltd. in Osaka.
There were a total of 170 par-
ticipants from 19 different
countries and regions, which
included former EIC partici-
pants, family members, Camp
Leaders, Staff and guests. The
event was streamed live on
YouTube throughout the world.
At this event, participants were
able to reconnect and also
learn about issues affecting the
education sector and the chal-
lenges that are encountered
when trying to deal with these
issues through fun activities.

Here are some of the program highlights:
Individual Presentation
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https://www.immersioncamp.com/home/apn/9thapn/
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Group activity: “Adventure to School”

According to UNESCO as of
2016, there were 263 million
children and adolescents in the
world who did not have access
to school. Participants learned
through an exciting and challeng-
ing board game about the differ-
ent reasons why many children
do not have regular access to
education. These reasons include
child labor, gender inequality,
geographical difficulty, health,
malnutrition, poverty, and war.

Group activity: “Mission! Build a school”
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This activity was a
follow-up to the “Adventure
to School” activity. Partici-
pants played the roles of
villagers from four villages in
an interactive game where
they had to convince each
other to choose the best
place to build a school. While
interacting with each other,
participants had the opportu-
nity to discuss solutions to
each village’s problems that
prevent their children from
regular access to school. The
game helped participants
build up their critical thinking
skills about this global issue.
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She talked about her 10 years study
at Kumon in which she finished the
Japanese and English course.

This helped her pass the entrance
examination of junior high school. She
enjoyed learning every day and
wanted to learn many new things. Her
favorite English study material was the
story entitled Matilda (Kumon English M
Level). This story inspired Ayaha a lot
because even though Matilda’s parents
did not recognize her skills, she did not
give up but maintained her indepen-
dent learning spirit by visiting the
library regularly and reading books.
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English Immersion Day
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This is a one-day version of the
English immersion activities held
for elementary school students
who are studying English at
Kumon Centers nationwide. The
aim of this activity is for the par-
ticipants to realize that, rather
than just grasping English as one
of the subjects to be learned, "it
is one of our communication
tools" and that "anyone can learn
to communicate using it.” Partici-
pants also witnessed non-native
English speakers communicating
in English. This made participants
realize that there is nothing
wrong with the English used by
themselves as Japanese. We
hope that in the future they will
connect this positive experience
to their English studies.

EID was held in seven locations
nationwide (Kyoto, Osaka, Qita,
Hyogo. Ehime, Okinawa, and
Kanagawa). A total of more than
600 third to sixth grade elemen-
tary school students participated
in EID. In addition, more than 200
English speakers from over 20
countries (mainly Asia), who took
the role of leading the partici-
pants, also participated at the
seven locations.

In 2018 we will expand to two
new areas (Shizuoka and
Yamanashi). Elementary school
students learning English with the
Kumon Method will gain confi-
dence in their English learning
and boost their learning motiva-
tion. We want to be able to work
positively in the field of English
learning based on the fact that
the English curriculum in Japa-
nese schools is going to be
changed and English will be stud-
ied even in elementary school.
Therefore, we will aim at taking a
community-based approach.
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EID

EID was held in 7 places this year
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Message from Akihiro Chiba

(Former UNESCO Deputy Assistant Director-General for Education)

SEFIA 201 7FEOCGNTEH DD TEEND DS BTV This year | would like to convey to you a message about the
EARIF 14—V T — (OST) ICELTAYE—VEBEZLET. - Overseas Study Tour (OST) which is one of the GNT activities in 2017

~ - o _ that I directly participated. We visited Thailand during the time the
2016F10FRICT<BESNICEENRPICYTZHNE LI ZTOE country was mourning the death of the king who had died in October

ENEDIRICFIBEBORRZESZ 5N, EFE_ ENMESDBILE 2016. It was no doubt that this trip was a very valuable experience for

RIEOES UCEEMN oI BNBIC e~ T AT SERRER THo the OST participants as they had a chance to interact and
_ - communicate with the minority hill tribes which the late king had
e EFBEVWDIE R A

directly provided education opportunities through reforms and
Fio. I EBRDRNENEEMT 250H . BICEMEEST addressing their livelihoods.
FEETBHEILLNFELEEPREED AL DBICEEBX /=T There was also a chance for direct exchange between Japan and
Thai Kumon students, who are learning by using the same kumon
@ AN X

BOEFN. RXOBFSERAHBEINTOOLERRALE UL b teaching materials, which brings a sense of affinity beyond Japan
Lt FROS0NEL ETERL TLBKUMONDZEEN BEZR TS among the participants and parents. | realized that the goals set by
5. RESUVWERMEFNAIDTEHROAEBVWELE, B TlE KUMON are being shared all over the world. If KUMON learners
F150> O ASEe 1 X 2 IEREGIRNEL. 7o CEET 5O spudy\ng in more than 50 countries in the world can commum;ate
SR N B 4 (2B g _ directly, | think a wonderful future would be born. We also visited
ADBRICRESHEBICBNEUID, ERICECDBEHEW L TES Chulalongkorn University and the UNESCO secretariat and we

LU E(FET expressed our gratitude to the Japanese staff working so hard there. |

would also like to take this opportunity to thank all of you that

participated in this trip.
BES FFXA . Kanako Noto [EIC2002.1st Indonesia Study TourZ1l)

EICTE. [ EPRBER T AND ] MR TEC O TV S ERBICRDED DRME] 21585
CENTEEUC BN DERERFB CRIET DNPITIHAINERBDN O/ ERUTVET RZRRIC (S
TR TRIT YT —(20105)ICS I R LICAN R E ST ICRUE U, 20144 (C
[FEICT72—RADEEBAERIRT B EN TEEUIZIRE KUMONDHERSY Y TELTEIC
REBFEFEBLUTVBEFEBL L TWET SRBEMEBL TLD SR BERRCEICH SN DT R ER
R TEABIEN TETVETBRICFABSDEKEDICOBA O TUVE T HMPEICSD

_%‘CE'géﬁgg;I;zZ;E%mbt EHC HMRAEZODBN LA BT EFIELTVET . 'Don't be afraid of making mistakes!”

In EIC we were able to learn about ‘accepting diverse cultures and opinions’ and ‘to be sensitive and have an interest in the events
occurring in the world.” | felt that EIC led to the ability to express my thoughts in English and also to act upon them. In 2010 during my
university days, | participated in the Indonesia Study Tour where | actually came into contact with a different culture and felt the familiarity
of the world. In 2014, with the cooperation of the EIC family we held a reunion. Currently | am working as a Kumon classroom staff member
in charge of students who are mainly studying English. | have been able to convey the experiences from EIC and the various questions
spread through English teaching materials to the students. At the same time, | also have my own interests. | believe that with the aid of
Kumon English teaching materials and EIC participation | will be able to expand my horizons of the world.

A BEAXA.  Hiroto Takeuchi [EIC2008.1st Tohoku Tripghl]

EIC2017 T3 OBEL TED DEICHORBRN EDEBICHII STV DIo FIe 7 AU TOHIERER
ZBUTANIEDOLHRME. " diversity” [CDWTDFBHERDDEN TEIENWDTERILAE LI T X
HEEREERTH S ANE SO AVBALZETY . — A BERBERAEVWSREN TG ATE
THN. ZOPTULZEHBEL TV ET BN TEISEANEREERTORBEZLTELESIDEHLL
TTUDUEICEWSZEEBEDF+> )~ — BB TRULSHREEL THEDENTRET
TLEICEWSBEEL T FEBILENMHRDDICRAAILTIFEICE>TEESANFELL T,

i
EICBNEOF v> ) —9—&Ba

The concept of ‘diversity’ can be hard to understand for young children who are the right age to participate in EIC. But it should not be ignored in
Japan, especially if they are seriously preparing for the 2020 Olympics in Tokyo. Since Japan is a homogeneous country, we tend to define foreigners as
“completely different kinds of people” and not as a “part of us.” What I like about EIC is that we, former EIC participants, Camp Leaders, and students can
all be connected by one tool- English. Although everyone has a different background, or a different level of English skills, we are all able to communicate
with each other. Our first language is not English. We all speak different languages at home. Everyone is on the same page. Then, why should you be afraid
of making mistakes? There is nothing to be afraid of. That is what wonderful about EIC.
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