To Our Future Generation
AREHEHIBLBA

Messages with expectations for our Ambassadors of World Peace come from two people: from Prof. Chiba, who has
been contributing to world peace in various fields in his 31 years working for UNESCO, and from President Tsunoda of
KUMON, an educational organization now in 45 countries and regions worldwide and still growing.
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What | expect of a Kumon Ambassador
of Peace
Akihiro Chiba

Senior Adviser, Kumon Institute of Education
COE Visiting Professor ICU
Former Assistant Direcor General for Coordination of Operational Activities, UNESCO HQ

| have talked with the leaders of the Immersion Camp at the pre-
trainings every year, and whenever | meet these young leaders, or
foreign students from various countries, | am so moved by their
cheerfulness, purity and vitality. It is wonderful to know that many of the
leaders are from developing countries, mainly from Asia. | think these
Japanese children are so lucky to participate in this camp and live
together with the young people representing a multi-cultural society.
Through the camp, each child grows to become an excellent Kumon
Ambassador of Peace. | am expecting the camp to be held also in other
Asian countries and that many Kumon Ambassadors of Peace will have
an opportunity to participate.

At the camp, children acquire courage and confidence to express
their messages in English, while having their own firm ideas and
opinions. They also learn to understand others through dialog and build
an attitude for life to have many friends and spread the circle of
friendship. These are essential qualities that they will require as
internationally aware people, in the future.

Message to EIC participants
(from the speech given at EIC2007)

Akio Tsunoda
KUMON'’s President

This camp has been a great experience for all of you here. Right now,
you probably feel that this Immersion Camp has been a place to have a
lot of fun, rather than a place to have valuable experiences. In the future,
though, | am sure you will realize how beneficial it has been to you to join
the camp.

This summer, in June and July, | visited four countries: the United Arab
Emirates, the United Kingdom, Canada and Malaysia. It was very
enjoyable to be able to communicate with the people | met when
traveling. On my trip, | was able to talk not only to business partners, but
also to people at airports and hotels, for example. At the airport in the
UK, the immigration officer knew about KUMON. That made me very
happy. Being able to understand each other is really enjoyable. | found it
is very important to gain English skills so that you can communicate with
others.

| see you have been making “peace flags.” Communication is
necessary for people of different histories and different cultures to
understand each other. Trying to understand each other is the very first
step toward peace.

This is the reason | want all of you to study English. English is a tool for
communication.

Special Thanks !!

Kumon Kokusai Gakuen
Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University (APU)
Akihiro Chiba  Kao-Smile Co., Ltd.
Kousaidou Co., Ltd.
JTB BUSINESS WORLD TOKYO CORP., Sales
Division 1 Medical Expert Co., Ltd.
English Hands A Table Matsuya Kanagawa
Chuo Kotsu Co., Ltd.
Yokohama Children’s Nature Park
Tsurumisou Inn
Marushige ltayado Shop
Sangyo Gijutsu Kyouiku Kunren Center
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Ambassadors of World Peace

The number of countries and regions from which everyone
involved in EIC2001-2007 and HEIC 2003-2007 came totals 51.
Ambassadors of World Peace are surely spreading to each corner of the world.
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MISSION of the English Immersion Camp

@To allow as many individuals as possible to experience successful communication using
English as a tool.

@To foster sound individuals who, with open hearts, can acknowledge and accept each
other’s differences.

@®To allow individuals to strengthen their beliefs through that which is at the very heart of the
EIC, “Kumon’s mission”, “The Kumon Way” and unconditional love.

@To allow individuals to show their feelings openly and honestly.

“Through the above statements, we aim to foster individuals who can be
Ambassadors of World Peace”
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Office of the English Immersion Camp Kensuke Torii (Manager)
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What is English Immersion Camp for?

Today, we see a number of problems heaped on our planet, such as poverty, famine, war, terrorism, and
the destruction of the environment. Human beings have created these problems; however, they can also solve
them. I consider, therefore, that education is the most important key to solving these issues. “World Peace
through Education”— this is KUMON’s dream.

At the English Immersion Camp (EIC), primary schoolers from throughout the nation were challenged to
live while using only English with people from 23 different countries. English is a language that is spoken not
only by native speakers but also by those of different mother tongues to communicate with one another. While sharmg some
inconvenience in communication, children could accept all kinds of differences in people, such as those of language, country, culture,
religion, age, and gender, through their continuous efforts to understand others and to convey their thoughts to them. After gaining sound
confidence, children started to make their actions, saying, “Even though we have differences, we are still the same. As we are all family
members living on the same planet. Let us start with what each one of us can do to make everyone happy.” We want to see the world full
of such children. By achieving this goal, I am confident that we can realize our big dream: World Peace.

What supports the EIC?

Kumon’s Mission is the basis of all of our activities, and each staff member is tied to others through our common value, THE
KUMON WAY. What we care about the most is each individual child.

We believe in the different types of potential of each human being and try to draw out the potential from each child. We recognize
and praise each person, and communicate with him or her with sincere love. Through this type of interaction, children can gradually
deepen their confidence. Moreover, the EIC’s key phrases, “Don’t be afraid of making mistakes!” and “Let’s try communicating in
English!”, will nurture children's activeness and support them as they face the challenges to come.

For the evolution of our consciousness and actions throughout the world

Grown-ups could learn a lot by watching children as they worked hard and learned to communicate with the people of the world
without preconceived notions. The Camp has proven that an attitude of care and concern for each person — not just for each child but
also for each adult — finds new possibilities within each person. It also shows us that the people of various backgrounds could become
one if they would look beyond their differences and work toward a common goal. We would like to welcome more people to share this
experience with us. The children have convinced us of this: “English is not a difficult language to learn or one that can be used only by
special people. Anyone will be and should be able to use it. Language is an important factor in building a peaceful world.” With this in
mind, we will keep working to help evolve our consciousness and actions throughout the world.
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History of the English Immersion Camp(EIC)

EIC started out in 2001 as a very small camp with 30 children, camp leaders and staff from 19 countries. Camp leaders and
the Kumon staff overcame many differences in country, culture, language, religion and social position, in their pursuit of something
better for children. Through trial and error, together they achieved the Mission, and EIC has continued to develop and expanded

the range of activities. We will keep striving to provide opportunities for more people to participate, and will keep striving to realize

our big dream of a World Peace Camp in the future.

English Immersion
Day
(1 day)

Aug: Oita EID (1 day)

Jun: Oita EID (1 day)

Focus on increasing the number of people who experience and
participate in the camp through collaborative organization of
short-term EICs and EIDs throughout the country.

Mar: Shin-Osaka EID (1 day)
Mar: Sanda / Takarazuka EID
(1day)

Oct: Ukyo / Kyoto EID (1 day)

>

English Immersion
Camp
(Short-version: 2-3 days)

Oct 2000: Upon a request from outside parties,
discussions about holding an EIC were started.
Dec 2000: Set up an in-company project.

The 1st HEIC
Oct: Hokkaido EIC2003
Participants: 42
Participating
countries: 14

/ 2 days

Mar: Karatsu Saga EIC (2 days)
Oct: HEIC2004 (The 2nd)
Participants: 42
Participating countries: 10
/ 3 days

Apr: Tokuyama EIC (2 days)

Oct: HEIC2005 (The 3rd)
Participants: 49
Participating countries: 17
/ 3 days

Oct: HEIC2006 (The 4th)
Participants: 49
Participating countries: 17
/ 3 days

Oct: HEIC2007 (The 5th)
Participants: 63
Participating countries: 20
/ 3 days

Participants of EIC and HEIC (cumulative): 687
155 CLs from 49 countries

Holding English
Immersion Camp
(Long-version)

Aug: EIC2001 (The 1st)
Venue: APU, Beppu, Oita, etc
/12 days
Participants: 30 (from Western
Japan)

Participating countries: 19

Aug: EIC2002 (The 2nd)
Venue: Kumon Kokusai
Gakuen, Yokohama,
Kanagawa, etc
/14 days
Participants: 100 (nationwide)
Participating countries: 27

Aug: EIC2003 (The 3rd)
Kumon Kokusai Gakuen, etc
/10 days
Participants: 56 (nationwide)
Participating countries: 18

Aug: EIC2004 (The 4th)
Kumon Kokusai Gakuen, etc
/10 days
Participants: 60
Participating countries: 16

Aug: EIC2005 (The 5th)
Kumon Kokusai Gakuen, etc
/10 days
Participants: 60
Participating countries: 21

Aug: EIC2006 (The 6th)
Kumon Kokusai Gakuen, etc
/10 days
Participants: 64
Participating countries: 21

The 1st overseas EIC

Oct: Thailand KECC

Aug: EIC2007 (The 7th)
Kumon Kokusai Gakuen, etc
/10 days
Participants: 72
Participating countries: 23

Oct: Thailand KECC

Conveying the Value

Small Start

Dec: Presented at the Kumon

Presented at Osaka Camping
Association.

Optimum Size

Standardization & Starting HEIC

Presented at the National
Camping Association of Japan.

2004

More Opportunities to
Experience

y 0 \ . ﬂ
Increase the Number of
Those Who Experience &

Participate in the camp

L : (ol
'Efﬁ?‘. > ¥
Ambassadors of

World Peace & Overseas
Development

Adults as Role Models

Jun: Started English Immersion
Seminar (EIS) targeting for

adults.
>

International Instructors
Conference

Lectures and other information
sessions throughout Japan

Actively developed activities to convey the

Value inside and outside of KUMON

>

Build a Circle of

EIC started to accept visitors.

Aug: Accepted a teacher from
Tokai City as an EIC staff

Prof. Akihiro Chiba, former
UNESCO officer, began to offer

Prepared for overseas
development

With “What we can do now to get closer to a
peaceful world” as a theme, Mega Re-Union and

Friends member. his support. Aug: EIC accepted visitors from
Aug: MEXT visited EIC. Thailand and Shanghai. APN were held
Jul: Visited immersion camp in Feb: EIC Office was officially Mar: The First EIC reunion From MEXT: Accepted a Mar: Mega-Reunion Mar: APN (Ambassadors of
Concordia, MN, USA. established as a company Total of 120, including request to be a member of the | (Developed a version of a Peace Network)
Network Aug: Created EIC HP department. children (=60) from 2001-3, CL, | Promotion Committee of reunion) Mar: HP renewal
staff and parents participated at Measures to Promote Longer- 50 children, 30 CL, and others,
APU, Beppu, from all over the Term Experiential Activities for | totaling 130 from 20 countries.
country. Foreign Languages.
Movements Jul: MEXT announced strategic | Mar: MEXT announced action Dec: CL and children helped Oct: Announced the launch of
in the World design to cultivate “Japanese plan to cultivate “Japanese with victims of the TSUNAMI from an English class in

with English Abilities.”

English Abilities.”

the Indian Ocean earthquake

elementary schools from

6
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EIC 2007

The Summary of English Immersion Camp 2007

1. Basic Information

Participants : 72 primary school students of fourth to sixth
grades. Children who have achieved the fourth
grade on the Test in Practical English Proficiency
(EIKEN) or equivalent, or have completed HII
Kumon English materials (equivalent to junior
high second grade level) for Kumon students.

Date : August 9th of 2007 ~ August 18th 2007, total of
10 days

Place : Kumon Kokusai Gakuen (Yokohama City,
Kanagawa Prefecture)

Cost : ¥ 142,000 (excluding travel expenses to and from

the venue)

Staff : 18 Kumon employees, 3 students, 1 nurse, and 2
photographers (from 6 countries)

Camp Leaders : 32 university students (21 countries) from

Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University (APU)
<TOTAL: from 23 countries>

Camp Principal : ~ Mr. Chathuranga Costa.

Camp Manager :  Mr. Kensuke Torii

Organizer : Kumon Educational Japan Co., Ltd.

2. Selection of Participants
Announcement

Public announcement was made in Asahi Primary Schooler’s
Newspaper, as well as on the Kumon Institute of Education’s Web site.
Camp pamphlets were distributed at all Kumon centers in Japan and
advertisements appeared in Kumon’s magazines, Capable, etc.
Applications and the Draw

72 participants were chosen via a very strict and fair draw, from
entries received from Hokkaido in the north to Okinawa in the south.

3. Camp Leaders
Application & Selection

As the camp leaders deal directly with the children, our experience
shows us that they are one of the most important factors for the success
of the camp. Therefore, much time and energy has gone into their
selection and training. The procedure included: (1) Applications (Entry
Sheets) were submitted through the Internet, (2) An orientation meeting
was held at APU on Wednesday 9th May, and (3) Group interviews were
performed from 16th of May to 18th of May. At these interviews, 12 new
leaders were selected from over 150 applicants, which determined 32
leaders for the year, including 20 experienced camp leaders.

The First Training: Training Camp for All (1)

Date : 16" June ~ 17" June
Place : Tsurumi-sou Inn
Aim : 1) To share the aim and values of the camp, and

know more about one another
2) To confirm the roles of camp leaders and staff
members
3) Basic instruction: How to interact with children;
role-play
4) To create an image of the 10-days program
The Second Training: Kumon Center Visit & Training
Camp for All (2) & English Immersion Day in Oita
Date : 13" July ~ 15" July
Place : Kumon Beppu Midorigaoka Center & Toyooka
Center, 13" June
Oita International Center on 14th July, APU on 15"
July
Aim: 1) To visit a Kumon center and understand more
about the Kumon Method
2) To share the aims and values of the camp, and
deepen the relationship of trust among participants
3) To confirm the schedule and details of the 10-day
program, and the role of each member
4) To prepare and organize the English Immersion
Day in Oita*

*One-day program to gain concrete images of
instruction and management through actual
interactions with children. 72 Kumon students from
Oita prefecture, all of whom meet the application
requirements, participated in the program.
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The Third Training: Camp - Pre-Camp

Date : 5™ August ~ 7" August
Place : Kumon Kokusai Gakuen
Aim : 1) To visit the camp venue and begin setup

2) To prepare for the club activities and “Traveling
Around the World,” etc.

3) Lecture*“Education for All” by Prof. Akihiro Chiba
(Worked for UNESCO, currently guest professor
at ICU and senior advisor of Kumon) and group
discussions

4. Contents of the Camp
Camp Slogan

Don’t be afraid of making mistakes.
Let’s try communicating in English.

Group Based

Groups consisted of 9 children (boys and girls of mixed ages) and 4
camp leaders, for a total of 13 people per group. There were eight groups
in all and each had its own group room as a base of activities. The small
camp size of only 72 children allowed the leaders to watch over the
whole group, rather than just over their own assigned ones. This, in turn,
promoted the sharing of information among groups.

The 10-day Program

DAY AM PM
Japanese Orientation

=

Entrance Ceremony
Ice-breaking Games

2 Exploring Kumon Gakuen Making Group Flags

3 Club Activities 1 & 2* Using PCs, BBQ (night)

4 Traveling Around the World 1 Traveling Around the World 2
5] Sports Festival Dream Poster

6 | Club Activities 3 & 4 Movie Time, Love Chain

7 SENH Excursion

(Yokohama Children’s Nature Park & outdoor cooking)

Practice of Performance

Making T-shirt
g e Campfire (night)

o Preparation for Presentations Presentations, Peace Flag

Writing impressions Party (night)

10 | Graduation Ceremony

* Club Activities: The camp leaders designed and organized eight clubs for children to join which
apply their own culture and personal strength: (1) Music, (2) Dance, (3) Sports, (4) Magic, (5)
Handicraft, (6) Treasure Hunting, (7) EIC TV (8) Martial Arts

\ Daily Program

Time Event
7:00 Wake Up
7:30 Morning Exercise
8:00 Breakfast
8:45 Study Time / Presentation
10:00 Activity 1
12:15 Lunch
13:10 Break
14:15 Activity 2
16:30 Group Meeting
18:00 Dinner
18:30 Meeting for Everyone
19:20 Bath Time, Washing, Free Time
20:30 Camp Leader & Staff Meeting
21:30 Bed Time

EIC 2007
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Don’t be afraid of making mistakes.

Let’s try communicating in English.
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How | saw this year’s English Immersion Camp:----
SEDA IV 1 A4T=930 - F+27I2DWT

Introduction

7th Kumon English Immersion Camp will go down in
history as a place where all of us were tested to the limit and
which helped us to find new benchmarks in our selves. Since this
camp is no ordinary camp, all the stake holders (Kids, Camp
Leaders and Kumon Staff) had plenty of challenges to
contemplate during those 10 days. This year I was given the
opportunity to lead this multi-national and multi-layer team. Even
though I have worked in similar capacity as leader in past, this
experience as the principal of EIC 2007, taught me many
invaluable lessons about leadership. Plus, I was in best position to
observe all the changes that occurred in individuals. Thus, this
small report will mainly elaborate on how each stake holder
developed through this camp and the factors contributed to this
chain-reaction. If some one asks me “How successful was the
camp?” I am afraid I would not be able to give a straight forward
answer. Because the real out come of this camp will be evident,
when these participants become adult citizens of this world. In the
meantime, all I can do is introduce some episodes from the camp
and let you, the reader come to your own conclusion,

Change of mind and Change of heart.

I remember on the first day when the children came to EIC,
their faces were filled with anxiety and mixed feelings.
Nevertheless, on the last day all the kid’s faces were filled with
tears of happiness. During the graduation ceremony, one child
said “thanks to this camp his point of view about the world has
changed”. Another child said “I understood the importance of
peace”. Statements in this caliber can justify that this year’s camp
made a positive impact on the kid’s lives.

Unique leadership style.

Another key element which was very evident during these
ten days was Camp Leader’s and Kumon Staff’s unique leadership
style. It is true that there were not any Jack Welch or Carlos
Ghosn type of personalities but given the circumstance, Camp
Leader and Kumon Staff raised up to the situation. One great
example is “Day Five Camp Leader’s meeting”. This meeting was
organized by the Camp Leaders to discuses how to improve the
team work among them selves. Great thing about this meeting was
that, the camp leaders, (by them selves) identified that team work
among them was not in the best condition and they took the
initiative to find solutions to that problem.

Office of the English Immersion Camp

AUy - AY—I3V - FvITEER

'

Small step, in search of real potential.

This camp was just another milestone, which proved that
human beings has tremendous amount of capability to develop
their own potential by them self. If given the correct level of
challenge. Camp Leader’s individual group meetings, Kumon
Staff‘s new ways to do club entering etc. These might seems very
small steps that were taken by each individual yet for them, these
steps are humongous steps which were taken on the direction of
becoming sound, capable people. Personally it was a very
delightful feeling to see how the individuals started to think
independently to find solutions to each of the obstacles by them
selves.

Pursuing of Kumon’s Mission.

I asked my self why this kind of chain-reaction occurred in
this year’s camp. What is the success factor? I think it was the
Kumon Mission that created all this reactions. It was the Kumon
Mission, which guided us to create activities, which enhance the
best of all individuals. This camp was great example that proved
to us, that we can achieve our mission in different ways. I am not
ashamed to say that this year’s camp showed me the real power of
Kumon’s Mission and it reenergized my self to take this camp to
the next level.

Chathuranga Costa(EIC 2007 Principal)

EIC 2007

Fv RSUAH - ORY (45 Uwva - AI—Yay -+ 72007 KE)

Conclusion.

English Immersion Camp 2007 will stay in many of our
minds as place where many of us learned many new things. As a
place where our endurance where tested to maximum. A place,
where we all of were given an opportunity to develop our
potential. I personally enjoyed the challenges that this camp gave
me. Yet I am not so sure how successful I was when dealing with
those challenges. I guess time will give me answer to that
question and to the golden question of how successful 2007 EIC
was.

Main purpose of this report is to accentuate how I saw the
changes that occurred in each stake holder. Thus I was able to
present only the tip of an iceberg. I ask you, the reader, to make
the final conclusion about EIC 2007.

Let’s hope that the flame of EIC will stay alive for along
time, so that many individuals can develop his or her ability to the
maximum thus contribute to the betterment of the world.

Thank you all for your utmost support.

[FUsIC
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EIC’s Road to Becoming an Ambassador of World Peace

Below is the flow chart of the camp program and how the children changed within the ten days
to become global citizens. Each of the themes connects with one another to create a peaceful
environment for the children.

Aim of English Immersion Camp(EIC)

¢ To allow children to experience successful communication using English as a global language

e To allow children to live with people from different countries and regions, to learn the differences in their ways of
thinking and culture, and thus the importance of understanding each other as global citizens

® To allow children to gain confidence, the ability to actively challenge the unfamiliar, and the willingness to strive for

higher goals )

EIC 2007
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Preparation (Camp training)
Numerous training sessions were provided
to let each person get a clear image of the
camp. These sessions were conducted
while each trainee kept in mind,
“Everything is for the children,” and “For
what purpose are we here?”

B (xFv>T b L—=2%)

Welcome (Reception/Ice breaking)
Upon their arrival, the children were given
a marvelous reception to make them feel at
home. Ice breaking was one of the
activities designed to relax them.

Bl (2F - TARTL—F2 )
FEBLLPHETLHE, VFIv I ALT

Teamwork (Exploring Kumon Gakuen)
To become a global citizen, cooperation
with colleagues is crucial. In this
exploration, one could see the children
were succeeding in working together.
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Information (Using PCs) Diversity (Traveling around the
For children to gain a deep understanding world)

of the world, they were given the chance to The children traveled to the eight home
research various countries. countries the camp leaders prepared in each
1545 (/¥ O ER) classroom to experience the differences in

e ~ i their cultures, customs, etc. Here, camp
WRANOHEZ TRD D f:&)b_\‘ R Ya) leaders and staff of different nationalities
kA R ENCOWTRY 2 TR E Lz, worked as a team to show the children the

importance of cooperation.
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Knowing the reality of the world
(Presentation 2: Child soldiers)

We learned there are a number of children
fighting with guns in their hands in over 50
countries throughout the world. “Why do
they become soldiers?” “Do they have to
fight in order to survive?” We discussed
these questions and learned the importance
of living in a peaceful world.

HRDEEZMS
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Creativity (Making group flags)

The children discussed what their group
wanted to value when deciding the name of
their group. While placing importance on
the creativity of each member, they were

able to make very unique flags together.

Bl (BE1EY) ) at the camp exchanged their opinions, such TE ﬁfi %ji~ H o Dhf 3‘;73?? 77 2B,
Frb b [H b b — 75k as their wish to send food to these children. fh% NAROFERREREZRILF L
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Knowing the reality of the world
(Presentation 1: Child labor)

We learned there are a number of children
in the world who cannot have meals even
twice a day, who cannot drink clean water,
and who cannot go to school. The children

Expression (Clubs)

The children chose the club they wanted to
join, where they could demonstrate their
talents and skills.

R (V5 7E8)
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Relaxation (Movie time)

The children watched a movie in
English. For refreshing one’s outlook,
relaxation of the brain is very important.
All work and no play makes Jack a dull
boy.
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Challenge (Sports festival)

Children cheered on their teammates and
enjoyed teamwork in playing sports. It is
great to get a sense of achievement with
friends. leaders wrote on them messages to support

B (RK—Y « Tz 27 1/3)V)
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Dream (Dream poster) ITg [ PO, XH#ER] TY,

For every living soul, a goal in life is very
important. The children made a poster to
demonstrate their future dreams. Camp

each child’s dream. This activity appeared
very effective for the children, who were
given a chance to consider, in English, their
dreams for the first time in their lives.
B(FU—L-KX4-)
MNECHEZFOZ LI ETHRUTT,
FELBIRIFROERZ RS —ITHE& %
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Love (Love chain)

It is important to show our love and give
a hand to family members, people with
disabilities, the environment, and even
to unfamiliar persons. The children
discussed and performed what they
could do in their daily lives, such as
helping family members at home, giving
up their seats on trains, and turning off
the water when they don’t use it when
showering.
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Knowing the reality of the world
(Presentation3: Environment)

The children learned why we need to
protect nature, and what impacts our daily
lives can have on the environment. They
also discovered there were many things
they can do for the prevention of global
warming in their everyday lives.
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Nature (Day trip)

Protecting our environment requires the
future generation to understand the
importance of nurturing nature. The
children learned a number of things from
visiting the zoo, paddy fields, a forest and a
pond.
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Confidence

(Impression presentation)

After writing their impressions, they
presented them in front of everybody. Just
imagine a child standing in front of many
people, reading his/her impressions. It was
not easy, but the children of the camp were
bold and brave to achieve it.
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Knowing the reality of the world
(Presentation 4: World leaders)

What shall we do to create a peaceful
world? To answer this question, the
children learned about the love of Mother
Theresa, projects by the Grameen Bank, the
Greenbelt Movement by Wangari Maathai,
and other works by other world leaders.
The children then discussed what they
could do themselves now.
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Care (Making peace flags)

The children were exposed to current
situations in the world. To realize the
importance of caring for others, we made
peace flags to symbolize each wish for
world peace.
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Personality (Making a T-shirt)

Our own personalities can be shown in
diverse ways. The children were given the
chance to demonstrate their inner feelings
and thoughts through making T-shirts,
which they wore at the graduation
ceremony.
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Enjoyment (Last night party)

“The moment of truth” came when the
children got to see another side of the camp
leaders and staff through their
performances. At the end of the party,
everybody enjoyed the last night by singing
and dancing, making a circle together.
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Fun (Night performance)

Based on what they had learned through
daily activities at the camp, the children
planned their performances by themselves.
They practiced with colleagues in the
afternoon of the day, and enjoyed the night
with their friends through their impressive
performances.

BLA (FAMNTF—T2X)
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Family (Graduation ceremony)

At the graduation ceremony, all the
children, camp leaders and staff became
members of one family, which has no
borders but pure love for each other and the
world.

Kik (£%R)
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Experience (Writing impressions)

It is important to form and keep our
memories. The children wrote down
everything they experienced and learned at
the camp to always treasure it in their
minds.

12ER (RXMEX)
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Becoming a global
citizen

We believe we are capable of
accepting and acknowledging
others’ different cultures. Living
together in harmony, toward the
ultimate goal of achieving world
peace, is the beginning of the
creation of a better society. The
children of the camp were taken
through a series of activities to make
them global citizens. We hope their
thoughts and ideas will be heard
across the world.
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EIC 2007

Children’s Impressions

The important things are English and your heart! We can make friends from all
over the world!

Before joining the camp, you may feel nervous and worried about whether you can communicate
in English. But the most important thing is your strong willingness to understand others and convey
your message to them. Don’t be afraid of making mistakes. English is a wonderful language that you
can use for making friends from all over the world.

FEHT-BNFE
ANLORREED | BROBAGEMRL BRI !

FrUIICBMNTHETIE. BRDEEMNELCDD R R, FRVSIELV. TH, WBIAXEEZ LI, 1
FOILZAMDEV] BV £EB3BUSKES. KEZENEWNT, REFHFFOAEREBICEND AT
FEER.

Kaho Shibata |

(5th grade)

In this camp the first thing is “Don’t be
afraid of making mistakes” and “Let’s try
communicating in English”. | remember this.
Because it is very important. | don’t forget.

MCHTEVIZ LR, LW ETY, &9

to how I should speak and various ways of speaking in English to RS THEFIZTOVDD, THIEo0R/ONTLh
make sure that others understood me. Then, I remembered the BH. WAHVAEEZE L. Th “LREPBRAL

In this camp the first thing is “Don’t be
afraid of making mistakes” and “Let’s try
communicating in English”. | remember this.
Because it is very important. | don’t forget.

It is very difficult to speak English. I gave much thought

1sllolgarcl1 of tthebcamp, “Dorfl.’(t1 bi .afraid Ejf maEkinlg lrlr:istakes.” This W PV C0Fy Y TOLSSEEEGILE L
elped me to be more confident in speaking English! .
P peaiine Fhe 720 EUEDOXE LI

Wi

Kakeru kikkawa

(4th grade)

Before participating in this camp, I was anxious and Fy TR LD PARE ST E. S

worried that I couldn’t speak English well. But during the camp, HOF v Y FTIFLLOEBTLHELULALF L HER
I gained confidence as I found I was able to communicate in L5 L7 Th. 10HENZ ABATh7DE. H
English. I made it through those 10 days because the camp SOENE EEAEL LD LT ARAEMT AP
O SN
leaders taught me this: What is important is to have courage, and . . . .
MPH)ETERFFLDPRYLE, Lw)ZlzeFxy >y

TN —=F—IZHZATH Loz blRE g,

to do my best to convey my thoughts to others and convey my
willingness to understand them.
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Haruka Tsutsumi
(5th grade)

On the day we made the Dream Poster, one of
the camp leaders told me, “I don’t understand your
language because it is different from mine. But if we
use English, we can communicate with each other!” It
impressed me so much. Because the camp leader and
I had something in common, the ability to speak
English, we could communicate each other. I can
make friends all over the world if I speak English.
Camp leaders, and friends, thank you very much for
making me realize this important fact!

I’l'l never forget EIC. | love EIC!]

EIC 2007
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I’l'l never farget EIC. | love EIC!]

Parent’s Messages
REEBOAVEL—Y

(Parent of 5t"-grader)

| got to know about EIC from the brochure “Kumon
Mate,” and wished to let my son join the camp if he could meet
all the conditions for participation. | wanted him to join the camp
because | thought it would be a great experience for him to
encounter people from various countries and broaden his
perspective. However, | became very anxious about him after
the entrance ceremony and leaving him alone, because he is shy
and was not so happy to go to the camp. Yet, what | saw was
my son hugging camp leaders and having a hard time saying
goodbye to them, showing a rumpled face with tears. This made
me surprised and | wondered what had happened during those
10 days at the camp.

At EIC, he seems to have learned far more than |
expected, including the joy of speaking English and the pleasure
of being able to share kindness with one another beyond the
boundaries of countries through the use of English as a tool. Not
only he, but also | as his parent learned the importance and
sincerity of hard work through the words and actions of the
camp leaders. | sincerely appreciate the camp leaders, the camp
staff, and the Kumon Instructors who are always supporting him
at the Center.

(5 FEDRES)
EICEIMDEMEIE. WAWAEEDALS
EahBAn, BFZLETFShi-600nERS
5T, AZRDE. FEBEFNTH
5ETHRETC L, L L. ZEXTFE
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Bzl
EICT. AP HIFLADDEIIHEIZE S
BWEE, FEDBRZLDLEDEFATVE
Uizo REAFETRLS, REBEWOEER
S ETEHEZBATRVWRY AEZE5 2
EWTEBREY o FEFEDLTTEL,
HTH3HBEED. X+ TV —-—4—DFH
EBELT. —EESICIRVBED DX,
MR EFVE L, v T)—4— ¥+
PTREyTDE4, ZUTHAZEEE W /-
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EIC 2007

Children’s Impressions

To get closer to a peaceful world, let us start with what we can do now.

The children learned various things in English over the 10 days, including the severe reality of the
world. They became able to see these international issues as problems happening near to them, and
have grown to become Ambassadors of World Peace with the perspective global citizens should have.
And now the children have started to take action in what they can do.

FEHT-BNE

. BB FAHTEZO»?

RECTRZAEBUVWHERORR, BOTCB0SEFBEE LT, HRTREI DTS ILEZEDSRIBNDLIIC

Kouta Takahashi (6t grade)
— BEBKX uhe)

I did not know a lot about the world before participating in
the English Immersion Camp. Until then, I had only a little
knowledge about what is going on in the world, and about the
characteristics, culture, foods, etc., of various countries through the
TV news or other media. I also had no interest in getting further
information. But after taking part in the Immersion Camp, my
thoughts and feelings have changed day by day. While listening to
the presentations on “Poverty,” “War,” “Environment” and “World
Leaders” and playing a part in “Traveling Around the World,” I
learned a lot about the world.

Above all, I was very impressed and thought over two
matters: one was the existence of children who cannot take proper
meals because of food shortages, who are unable to go to school,
who are wounded or have lost their families in wars, and those who
are working as soldiers, while another was the environmental
problems such as ozone depletion, deforestation, sea-level rise and
global warming.

Then I realized there are too many issues on the earth that I
do not know about, although I live on this same planet.

My dream is to work to protect the earth. For that purpose, [
should gather a lot of information with a more worldwide view and
should think about matters on a global basis.

I believe these experiences at EIC have changed my dreams,
as well as my ideas and attitude toward English and peace. It was
really exciting to talk about peace with people from different
countries like the camp leaders. I think we should convey this to the
next generation throughout the world. From now on, keeping in
mind that my life is supported by many people, I will always ask
myself what I can do now, and I shall do my best to realize my

dream. .
Camp leaders, | never forget many things

in EIC. | believe that you will make
a contribution in the world.
Thank you camp |eaders!!
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Camp leaders, | never forget many things
in EIC. | believe that you will make
a contribution in the world.

Thank you camp |eaders!!

‘ Aoi Sakuma (6t grade)

{EARE 8& (1)

Although we are living on the same planet, there are
many people starving and suffering from poverty in some
countries. Why are they troubled by poverty, or forced to
become child soldiers? What did they do? Did they do
something bad or wrong? I believe no one living in such rich
countries as Japan will be able to answer these questions. This
is because those people never seriously think about poverty or
child soldiers. I have been one of them, of course. But at EIC,
I learned how serious and sad these problems are, and noticed
that we children are not capable enough to help them right
now. So I thought it over. After thinking hard about what we
can do now, I found the answer: “to eliminate waste.” I will
use water and goods carefully, and when it leads to
eliminating waste, [ want to give my best to help them. (Until
I become a grownup, I will try to do anything for them even if
it is a small thing.)

W RK (o)
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| want to tell this feeling in my own English !!
ZORFE5E. BPOREBEBTIEAL!!

Kunihiro Katsuragi (st grade)
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Camp Leaders’ Impressions Kumon Staff’s Impressions

This year there were 32 camp leaders from 21 countries. With out these Camp Leader’s Kumon staff’s contribution to the success of this camp is very evident. This year there were
tireless efforts, this year’s camp would not have been successful. This is how some of them felt 26 Kumon staff members, representing 6 countries. This is how they express them selves about
about this year’s camp. English Immersion camp 2007.
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Even as a Japanese citizen, I did not have hopes for a bright future for our
country. I thought I was just one person, trying but incapable of making a
difference. But the children in this camp proved me wrong. The way they opened
their eyes to the world, their strong will to learn and pursue their dreams, and their
passion to help others, the potential of these children encouraged me that even I
am playing a part in reaching humanity’s common goal.

FIZHARATT, BOOEDORKIIH L WHLEZHF > TVERATL,
HSEWRAIZRESEWART, BHLTCHHOP2ER L L IIAWRERE

At the end of these 10 days I asked myself what the children have taken
home with them from the Camp besides good memories and lots of fun time, I
believe that at least one child has taken a new friend, an other a new dream, an
other a new hope, an other confidence, but I hope that all have taken a greater
sense of the importance of World Peace.

I0HE DD IZ, RFHDZZHO 2T L7z, FEBBE, Jvnlln
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I learnt a lot from my fellow camp leaders which has also helped me
broaden my outlook and made me more adaptable to working in a group with
different people from different cultures and backgrounds. Besides learning,
developing long lasting friendships and meeting some great people has been one
of the gifts from this camp. I am very grateful to be a part of this camp.

RIMPHOF v T ) =5 —72bh b, £ DL 2P0 Lz, Hrads

Always strive for higher goals in life and remember your future begins
when you take steps to change what you don’t like about your life. Be strong in
whatever you do, believe and Trust yourself that you are the Driver of your
destiny.

FVEVHBZH2 > TH LT EL L9, NMET, HZZE-HIZ LI

|:.7;|,7“.'71-~/|¢ D, WISHENZ BT B ENTEF Lize BRI LT TR, Bk (Nana, Ghana) HATWTLES W, Z2LT. HH2EL. HEAH-TLEX WV, bl
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YTTOPMETY, COF xS IZHEMTE, ETHEHMLTVET,

The camp was always the sequence of challenges for kids. What
supported them? It was “kids” who encourage kids, saying “Let’s speak
English!”. It was “Camp leaders” who tried to discover the potential of each
individual and develop their abilities to the maximum. It was “their parents” and
“instructors” who support them. Daily learning in Kumon Center is the base of
everything. I think their abilities of English and human qualities which they
cultivated in a daily learning before they came to the camp became the motive
power and which supported them.

In my opinion, we have achieved far beyond what we’ve planned. Not
only did we show them the path of becoming an “Ambassador of world
peace”, we have also given these kids the chance to experience the different
perspectives of the world. I strongly believe that the valuable experience they got
from this camp will soon create a change in themselves, the community and the
environment that they’re living in.

Kamonson Ratitong Fr 7T PREZEILZDICENZEREZIM L72DTIEZRWTL X9 D%

FrYTRTFELLBILE 5T, KPDRNEF ¥ L ¥ YOMRT LI,

(Son, Thailand) ~ [it fpAIOAHE | 127 23MZ R L2220 Tl <y HRE B2 2B 5 Mami Mvoiin WAFLbRLELZZOTLE Y. ThIE, [SHEHETHEZ) || LBE
HEVIY - FF1 b VY e e e - oen A . Vol PR . S N g

(V. a4) KRBT oE%E, FEOBIRMETLZIEBTEE L, SHMoFy T (Mami, Japan) WEIFE LA, FELRBHAETY., ZLTHFy 7Y =¥ =25 Th

TORURERBEBLT, TEDLBRAMASC, ZLTHHOMES Fans ZROWEMEZRRLL, TORNERABICHELE L7z, FEbRLEX

BHECH, TCSEHMLOEELLLT O LHIFL TS, ' RO, BEHO ) 5 L ALOIELH T LIz BLOHETOH 4 D%

B, TRTOEBIC R > TVET F v ¥ TBMETIC, K& NFHEZ
BNTE2ZEN, FEBLLRZIRALEHNCI R o202 BnET,

22  English Immersion Camp Fact Book 2007 English Immersion Camp Fact Book 2007 23




HE

Creating a new local community through
Hokkaido English Immersion Camp (HEIC)

Hokkaido EIC is a regional version of the 10-day English
Camp for children from all around Japan held every summ

Immersion
er. At the

Hokkaido camp, people from many different countries who live in Hokkaido
join children from Hokkaido to take part in various activities together. Even
after the three-day camp has finished each year, the positive influence of

this camp continues to spread throughout the region.

isEs I )y ra-412—ay -Fv7
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The HEIC started in 2003 as the first short-term local EIC.
Hokkaido was chosen as the site because a large number of
applications for the nationwide EIC had come from Hokkaido’s Kumon
English students. In order to meet the wishes of these children, who are
motivated to learn English through the Kumon Method and who
wanted to participate in the EIC, we decided to organize the HEIC.

For the first year, we asked the nationwide EIC Yokohama camp
leaders for their full support; however, after the second year, the core
members gradually shifted to camp leaders at Hokkaido University,
together with Kumon staff. The HEIC has become known as the camp for
the children of Hokkaido, and by the people of Hokkaido. It relates also to
the creation of a new community, with children at the center.

At HEIC 2007, people from 20 different countries participated
and achieved small-scale world peace by accepting and respecting each
other’s differences. After the graduation ceremony, we could see both
parents waiting for their children and Kumon Instructors actively
speaking English and saying “Thank you!” to camp leaders, happily
discussing the children. This was the moment at which they could
overcome the language barrier with kokoro (heart).

Camp leaders also made such comments like “This is my first
experience of getting along with Japanese people in such a friendly
manner. Up to now, I had never felt that I was accepted by Japanese
society; but today, for the first time, I feel that I can contribute to
Japanese society.”

With English as our common language, we love, care for, and
nurture the children of the community together. We are doing so
because children are the future of the world.
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HEIC 2007
Schedule 6-8 October (3 days) AfE 10A6H~8H (3HM)
Participants 4th-6th graders of Hokkaido / 63students =nE JbEED/IN 4 ~/\6 /638
Number of countries of participating staff 20 2%y 7 DENMEE 200 E
Program [ ] = Theme of activities JOJ3L [] =EEDT—~
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3
* Reception, Japanese * Morning exercises ¢ Morning exercises o SfF, CE—Z T TIIYHARX | e E—Z T IUHHARX
orientation  Breakfast * Breakfast BAZEAUILTF—S3) |o8A
¢ Opening ceremony * Kumon Time [Welcome] | e Making of dream posters @l A%k [Welcome] « KUMONZ 1 L EIE
AM [Dream] Tk A S SRR S — AR A —
* |ce-breaking games [Relax| | ® Club activities [Expression] | Preparation for ‘ [TR{ ATk oL e TV Ty 5 * FU—LR25—fRY
presentations at elax] [Healganon] [Dfegm] )
graduation ceremony * 75 7i&E) [Expression] o FERDRRAESR
* Presentations [Realization] «BAE «BE o ¥R [Family]
e Lunch * Lunch ¢ Graduation ceremony o J =T DRE(EY) o T2 v Uk
* Making of group flags * Making of t-shirts [Family] = [Team Work] [Individualism]
[Teamwork] [Individualism] CTN=TI-F42Y CIN=TI=F4 T
PM | e Group meeting  Preparation for presentations [Encouragement] [Encouragement]
[Encouragement] at party -
[Encouragement] * SR, HROER c IR N
* Dinner, presentation of diaries | ® Dinner 2 * /;77 1RR-B 2
Evening * Party (presentations, singing, [Fun]
dancing) [Fun]
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EIC expands into the world
Kumon English Challenge Camp (KECC) held in Thailand

EIC started in 2001 in Japan. Under a common philosophy, the Kumon English
Challenge Camp (KECC) was launched in Thailand as its first overseas activity.
This is the first step we made toward World Peace Camp, at which people from

all over the world will get together in the future.

Thailand ﬂﬁ‘:mh‘éElc - . .
P BLDIEY AT )92 F¥LP-F+27 (KECC)

2001 &E[CHATAY—KUREIC, HiBDEZDT. 2006%(ClF 4 TKECC(Kumon English
Challenge Camp)& U T, SBAYIDEIHH AT — M LE LR, R, HRBEDFELRBEHES,

World Peace Camp ~NAIFTOE—ETT .

People in Thailand and Japan have a very similar view of the English
language. Having Thai as a common language, quite a few say, “We learn

English at school but cannot really use it.”” However, boosted by the nation’s
rapid economic development, opportunities to use English are surely increasing in
Thailand. At hotels and department stores you will have no problems using
English. Even in convenience stores and taxis it is far easier to communicate in
English compared to these places in Japan. Not all people may be fluent, but their
attitude as adults of using English without hesitation must be the best example for

children to follow, and for us Japanese.

Kumon Thailand introduced the EFL (English as a Foreign Language)

program in January 2005. In August of the same year, members of Kumon
Thailand visited EIC in Japan, and traveled to Japan again the following year to
participate in the training. This is how the EIC office and Kumon Thailand started

collaborating for preparation of the camp, while placing the greatest importance on
sharing the Mission and Vision of the camp, “For what purpose are we organizing

KECC?”

Children seemed nervous at the beginning. However, as they could feel
the warmth and love of the camp leaders and strengthened the relationship of trust

with them, they became active and broadened their view, while enjoying
communicating in English. It was exactly the same as Japanese children react. We
could fully confirm the excellence of the children’s English proficiency, and the

learning effect of the EFL program.

Mr. Hiyama, president of Kumon Thailand, adds that KECC is the place to
practice and confirm the overall goal, “to nurture people who can contribute to global
society,” and the motto of Kumon Thailand, “Everything is for the Children.” He also
says it is the place where we can support the growth of all adults involved in the

ZATO, EFEICHTHERIHARL ILPTVFET,
ZAGESIGRO FEE T, [HFRE PR TS 210 & il
AR T ] LVIABD LS DHY FHA, LAL. B
MRRREIIE D FEV. EFHEEZ ) MBI I T
T, AT NNRTFNRN—=PITWR. FTHEETHALAZLIEHD
THA, IVEZSRY 7 V=2 ETH. HAX D EBIC
VEPM LT Jo LTAALDEL L) TabiITED
DFERAMN, [#HAEHEFEH)RADL] X, B
BIZL o T HFOBFAR, HADRBHVZWETT,

% £ KUMONTIZ. 20054112, 2 EFL (English
as a Foreign Language /#VEFE L L COHFE) A HHEA
ENF L7 TOHEDEA. 74 DAY N=NHADEICE
R, BAEZIRML—= Y ZICbRHBM L. EICHKR
L % A KUMOND ) CRIEHEMA MG E D £ Lz SO,
ol RUNIL7z0 [TD7zdDKECC ? |, Mission,
Vision® 4T3,

BARBRLTWATFEL b, Sy vy TS —F—7
LOBLE, EBICE TN, BEBFRIET IO TH
WICZ ), WETHDII 27— g VEELALRDIS,
HWEZIEFET. TOMTIE. HAROT-Ed7b 5%
bHZLiEHY FEA, TLELHLOEGEEMGE O X,
EFLOSR R R Z +oiciiBc& L,

% £ KUMONOEE IR IE, [HEFSICHKTE 52 A
EETS] L) K&LHEE, A KUMON®E v b—
THbH [TRTCUETEL2HD72DIC (Everything for
Children) | #% - Wi TE 2, Wb AKANLLOEE

camp.
’ KROBTL DD, EFIATOET.
1st/ 2006 2nd / 2007 510 20065 F2@ 20075
Schedule 14-21 October (8 days) 23-28 October (6 days) A 10A14B~218 (8 BfE) 108238 ~28H (6 HE)
Participants 4th-6th graders / 33 students | 4th-6th graders / 54 students BhE /N4 ~IN6 /33% NG ~ING /54%
Number of countries of 7 12 24y TOSMNEH 7hE 12hE
participating staff

Comment from Camp Leader
FrYTV-—2—ORE

Rathat Chaowanich (Richie, Thailand)
(joined in 2006 and 2007)

| would like to say that | have never felt so much
confidence about Thai children building up their skills.
As | have previously joined the first year of KECC20086,
my love and care for the children has never changed.
The smiles, the laughter and the happiness of these
children have brought me to my inner strength to
move on and wanting to help more children of the
world to build their confidence in every way. Children
of today can lead to world peace of tomorrow.

Ty b FoATZ9yF (VyF—. &21)
(2006F. 2007 FEEfHEDS M)

BENZEESH TV RADFEDHAEBIIH LT, 2hiF
CHEEETEZEEHY) T A, 2006 FEICHIDKECC
ICBMLTHLE. MDFEDHABICHTIEECLPERNIE
TotZboTVWERA, FELLEBEDEE. LUiE,
ZLTEV., FAICRIICEC HES AT hET, ZL
T. HB5WB3FET. HRFOEHE-EZLDFEDLD
ICBEZ D2 THITAVWERVWET, BBRADHRF
fEELDIE, SAOFEHEBTT,
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Our other Activities

We would like to think about the importance and use of English to help everyone be able to use English
confidently and easily. Besides camps a few times a year, we have activities to help you feel the joy and
importance of using English.

English Immersion Seminar (EIS)
We think that we—adults who are supporting the children—should first become familiar with English and confidently
convey the joy and importance of using English. We provide an EIS as a place to successfully experience and increase the
motivation for English communication for Kumon Instructors and Associates, just as we do for children who participate in the
EIC.
A two-hour program is offered completely in

Program

[lce-breaking games]
o Self-introduction in English! Whispering game in English!
Japanese. In the beginning, there are always some Even if they are in easy and short-phrased English, successful experiences

nervous and anxious faces, but we tell the participants of communicating in English can relieve participants from resistance to or
« , . . . , tension about using the language.
Don’t be afraid of making mistakes. Let’s try .
N lish.” | . [Presentations]
communicating in English.” We also accept, praise, and | | et's listen and learn about familiar topics, such as the
encourage a positive attitude toward using English; then, | environment and educational issues, in English!
more smiles appear when panicipants start to say things Participants can listen to and understand topics in English.

. « . . P [Group work]
like, “When I actually tried, I could do it and hear it!” or Let’s convey your thoughts and feelings to others using easy

“I got a compliment on my English!” They become more | English!

confident through learning, thinking, and talking in By confirming the content of presentations in a Q&A session, participants
’ ’ can deepen their confidence in understanding English. They are also

English. At the end, they all proudly present their challenged to share their comments with other group members in English.
impressions of the day in English. After noticing the | [Role-play]

children’s reactions, while recognizing that they can | Let’s use English in Kumon Centers, too!
Participants have opportunities to do oral exercises, aiming to give

compliments to their children at their Center later.

English, other than the first orientation, which is in

significantly influence children by taking the initiative to

use English in their communities, these adults often say, [Individual presentation]

“T will try using English more frequently” or “I want to | Let’s present your comments, and accept and praise each

. . . D g i !
tell children about the joy of using English. other's hard work during the day! ,
Participants can experience the joy of a challenge and a sense of accomplishment.

Activities for Children Program
We have activities for children all over the country that [Skit]
convey the value of the English learned at the EIC: English is not | We explain to children (in a way that is easy to understand) that
just a language for native speakers, but also an important tool for | English is a necessary language for people of various countries
. to be able to understand one another.
people of different languages to understand each other and make

. [Let’s sing and play games in English]

friends. We help children enjoy English, saying, “I could understand it
As for EIC children, we hope that the children participating in English!” or “I could say it in English!” We also help them to

in these activities will have the g . gain confidence in using English.

opportunity of experiencing the [Explanation about the EIC]
) pp y ) p g . By listening to an explanation of the EIC and watching videos
joy of English, of expanding

showing other children at the EIC, children are more motivated
their view of the world. and of to study English, saying, “I will become able to do it as well!”
significantly developing their

dreams and goals, even in a
short time.

[Presentations]

By listening to speeches given by people who already work
using English as a tool, children expand their views of the world
and develop their dreams and goals.
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LfeHDEHZTOTVNET,

AVIVyYa - A4I—Y3y - ZF— (EIS)
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Amb ace Network 2007 FHIDXER v NT—22007

Ambassadors of Peace Network 2007
What we can do now to get closer to a peaceful world:

In March 2007, the first Ambassadors of Peace Network 2007 (APN) was held, in which 120 people
gathered together, including the children who had joined EIC (4th to 12th graders), their parents, and camp
leaders from 19 different countries. The theme was “What we can do now to get closer to a peaceful

world.”

Let us start with showing our interest in
the problems occurring on the globe

Currently, we are facing various problems on the globe,
such as poverty, starvation, wars, terrorism and the
destruction of the environment.

EIC included some programs that helped children
through this 10-day camp be aware that each of them is also a
“Global Citizen.” At four presentation sessions, we dealt with
such themes as “War,” “Poverty,” “Nature,” and lastly,
“Actions,” in order to make children become interested in on-
going issues of the world as their own problems.

At EIC, people from different nations, and of different
age, gender, nationality, language, religion and culture live
together for as long as 10 days. While living in Japan, we
tend to consider life in Japan as a standard. However, when
we recognize the diversity of the world, our perspective is
suddenly broadened to the scope of the world.

It was the voice of children that had a great influence in
deciding the theme of APN held in March: Through the
experiences of “knowing the reality of the problems on the
globe” and “accepting and respecting the differences among
people,” children began to think over what they can do, and
wished to make contributions for world peace.

What we can do now

At this APN, KUMON staff gave two presentations in
the morning to learn about the current world situations. The
themes were “Global Warming and Our Responsibility” and
“War and Poverty in Africa.”

After these presentations, each group, having both
children and KUMON staff, had a discussion in the afternoon,
and nine participants afterwards gave a presentation on “What
we can do now.”

World peace begins with a peaceful family

At the end of the APN program, each group made a
review of the day and gave presentations on their future
action plan:

“We try to dispose less garbage to prevent global
warming.”

“We show our love to people around us, and try to help
everyone live equally without any discrimination.”

“As every war starts in the minds of people, we make
actions while keeping an open mind.”

Groups of parents also gave presentations:

“Considering world peace starts from a peaceful family,
we will face and communicate with each member of the
family and try to make everyone happy.”

After each presentation, there was a big applause,
which created an atmosphere of small international
convention halls in the venue.

Staying an Ambassador of Peace
throughout your life

To conclude APN, a guest participant, COE Visiting
Professor Akihiro Chiba of ICU, sent his message both in
English and Japanese:

“l was so moved by your presentations. You said
exactly the same as some Nobel winners had mentioned.
Some day, you may win the Nobel Prize. Please set your
goals high. Until you become my age, or possibly throughout
your life, stay being an “Ambassador of Peace.” The most
important thing to achieve it, more than anything, is that you
need to keep building peace in your mind, and in your head.”

APN is one of activities that lead to “world peace
through education,” KUMON’s ultimate vision. We want
children, who are building the 21st century, to acquire
English skills that enable them to communicate with people
from every part of the world, and become those who can
contribute to global society and world peace. With this wish
in mind, we would like to further develop EIC and APN.

FHOAES Y hT—2200701E
FHLHRICES EbIc S, BEBICTEBIL
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How our EIC family members
are doing today...

Each EIC family member, after acquiring
the viewpoint of a global citizen, has been
developing his or her dream and making
continuous efforts to achieve it. Their network of
KOKORO (heart) is spreading to each corner of
the world and taking root deeply and strongly. By
starting with what they are capable of doing
now, they are determined to progress step by
step, to get closer to everybody’s big dream,
world peace.

Don’t be afraid of making mistakes!

Yuki Tokinaga
(currently 2nd year of junior high/5th grade during participation in 2004)

Since I joined EIC in the summer of my Sth year in elementary
school, I have taken on many challenges, such as participating in a speech
contest, joining a cheerleading group, and working for student council.
Whenever I meet such a challenge, or face troubles, I always remember two
phrases, “Don’t be afraid of making mistakes!” and “Yuki, you can do it,” the
encouraging words of my camp leaders.

This summer, I participated in the training organized by Oita city in
Australia, where I was able to meet Vaughan (a former camp leader and
currently a staff member of Kumon Australia) and his family. Vaughan took me
many places including Kumon Centers, and told me various stories such as
what we can do today. It was my first time to visit Australia, and there I was
surrounded by vast nature and people full of kindness. In Australia, I learned that
Kumon Centers exist not only in Japan but also in other countries worldwide. I
also found that conservation activities are very active in Australia, and that
English is an important language in communicating with others.

After going through a number of challenges, I have clearly realized that I can
expand my world by accepting various challenges while not being afraid of
making mistakes. EIC is the origin of each of my challenges. I will continue to
take new challenges without being afraid of making mistakes, and absorb a
number of things to become a person who can be proud of herself when
meeting EIC family members after 10 and 20 years.

To achieve our common goal

Mazhar Abdul Hamid
(Mazhar/2001-2005/Singapore)

Time flies, 5 years after joining EIC as camp leader, my
thought for EIC family still continues. Each EIC was special. It
is more than just an English Immersion Camp! It’s great to be
part of this family.

As for me after graduated from APU 2000-2006 (Tourism), I've always
wanted to work in a service related field, be it tourism related, educational or
community development area. Presently I am working as an Assistant
Language Teacher (ALT) for Japanese elementary and junior high schools in
Okayama prefecture. I love children and wanted to continue contributing, from
where I left in 2005 (EIC), towards a common goal as Kumon EIC. My first aim
is to instill in them an interest towards English, no matter how small it is. Next is
to create awareness. I realized and believe that lack in education, being
ignorant, failure to understand and not ready to accept others differences
especially cultures and religions are the cause of present day conflicts and
problem.

I hope to play a bigger role towards achieving that common goal and also my
biggest dream - to build an elementary school and to provide free education to less
fortunately children in rural area.

To all, I encourage each and everyone to play their part towards achieving
Kumon EIC’s goal and mission and of course their own dreams and goals too.
Remember you are not alone.

EIC773Y—i35
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Wishing to collaborate with others to build a well
and a school in Sri Lanka

Saki Shiina

(currently 6th grade/5th grade during participation in 2006)

By participating in EIC, I have come to deeply know and think about the earth
and developing countries. From right after the camp, I discussed with my
friends what we could do, and decided to start picking up trash on our school road
every Thursday. We also talk about global warming, and discuss what we can do
to solve this problem. I tell them my opinion as well.

‘With my family, we came up with an idea to build a well and a school in Sri
Lanka. Each of my family members is collecting donations from friends and
colleagues. We have so far collected 30,000 yen in a half year, while 80,000 yen
is enough to build one well. Everybody helps us with a contribution of 100 yen,
200 yen and more, including people we don’t know. It makes me happy more than
anything. I will value such kindness and will definitely build a well there.

I am making small but actual steps to build a well. In December, I met
someone who had been working in Sarvodaya of Sri Lanka over for 20 years, and
learned many things from him. He mentioned that it is not enough to donate money
for making a well, but we should help local people become independent so that
they can maintain the well by themselves. My real wish is to build a school for
women and children; still, I will first try to make a well. After completing the well,
I would like to go to Sri Lanka to live with the local people for a time. I will send
you some photos when the well is completed.

By playing tennis, | want to make friends
everywhere in the world!

Masaki Okamoto
(5" grade during participation in 2007)

After participating in EIC, I received the best player award at the
NGT National Tournament organized by the Japan Professional Tennis '
Association. It was my long-sought goal, and I was given the extra prize of
joining the international tournament to be held in Florida. There I will have
games with international players of the same age-group, and, of course, the
common language among judges and players will be English. As they will not
speak slowly and clearly as the camp leaders did for us, I will need to brush up my
English by the time of the tournament.

It is my wish to win as many games as possible; still, after leaving the
court, I want to become friends with as many players as possible so that I can have
friends everywhere in the world. This is because I believe that we will become
curious to know more about each other’s country, and be willing to help each other
when any of us are in trouble. I am already very excited about the tournament,
because by making friends worldwide through playing tennis, I may be able to
make my first step to contribute to world peace.
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Let’s think and act as global citizens
Marian Ayo
(Marian/2001-2006/Philippines)

EIC may be small in size, but its impact to every person who
experiences it is big. Not only did it give me unforgettable
experiences, valuable lessons and wonderful friends; it also made me
believe that we can develop young global citizens in two weeks, three
days or even just a few hours. "

Moreover, the camp strengthened my determination to learn more N
about worldwide challenges. In a few weeks, I will be finished with my
graduate studies in Education, Health Promotion and International
Development at the University of London.

This course increased my awareness of issues in developing countries,
especially those affecting children. It is disheartening to know that millions are still
suffering from illiteracy and poor health. However, it is also motivating to
recognize that we can now give support through so many ways.

If we think and act as global citizens, tomorrow will definitely be better than
today. Don’t be discouraged by the amount of problems in the world. Instead,
believe in the value of your actions.

Let us keep in mind Margaret Mead’s famous lines: “Never doubt that a small
group of thoughtful, committed people can change the world. Indeed, it is the only
thing that ever has.”
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