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Message from the President of
Kumon Japan

Hi everybody,
My name is Hiroshi Otake, I'm very happy to see you.
To enjoy this camp, I'd like to send you just one
message.
Don't be shy! Just try! Everybody, I'm sure that there
are many English words in your minds, because you are
studying English everyday. Just let them go out from
your lips, then vou will enjoy this camp. Do not be
afraid of making mistakes when you speak English.
These mistakes will improve your English. Don’t be
shy, just try and malke many friends while enjoving
English.
Thank you very much ! !
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Dear children of English Immersion Camp 2003,

It has been a great wonderful 10 days staying together, eating, playing,
laughing, screaming and shouting, singing, dancing, helping each other and
tries to communicate in English. But most importantly is not only having fun.
hope all of you did learn many things from this camp especially in understanding
towards each other not only from your friends in your group and room mates
but also from the camp leaders who came from different countries and speak
different languages. These memories (sweet & bitter), and experiences do not come very
often in your life especially those children have never been to other countries! I hope you
have taken these chance to make yourself a more better person and let your dream not only
grow bigger but keep them ALIVE! Remember even though we (camp leaders) sometimes
were ‘angry’ and ‘scolded’ you, there’s only one word to say about how we felt about all of
you, that is...... ordadsia LOVE!!!!  Camp leader’s love for all of you has no boundaries.
You are like our own children, younger sisters and brothers, and friends! Your images
laughter and voices will remain in our life! I hope those 10 days we have spend together has
turned your fear into confidence, cries into laughter, sad to happiness, lonely to togetherness
dependent to independent, weak to strong and hatred to love. Finally camp leaders and
Kumon staff can give our fullest support and love to all of you. It is up to you to accept it and
develop and expand them throughout your life! Hope to see you greatest god’s gift lovely
‘creatures’ in this earth. Forget me not!
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Let's try communicating in English u English Immersion Camp 2003

The camp experience
Success can only be achieved through hard working. English has
been proven in the whole world that it is the common language
for communication. Nearly two weeks with children all over
Japan has been the happiest days of my life. After this camp they
all begin to have the sense of confidence in speaking and
communicating with English to people from different countries.
3 The wake up call was very early to most of the leaders but with
B the love we have for the kids we couldn’t help in seeing them
every morning. I was over whelmed when I heard these children say “I don’t want to go back”
“Kumon staffs don’t take me home” “I will never forget this camp”, my heart grew bigger for
these children. My plea now is for them to put what they learned at the camp into practice.
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Giving your all
There's this really popular song I like and the lyrics contain this line
¥ “you only get what you give”—and to summarize the camp, [ would
; . use that same exact line. This year's camp was definitely a success
Y because everyone gave it their all. Their time, love, devotion, not to
mention, their precious hours of sleep just to make this camp as
wonderful as it was. | have to say it is quite hard for me to look back
on the past 10 days. Just yesterday, the kids were here, and now, [ am kicked back to reality.
But then again, no matter how much I miss the children and the camp, I think it is good
enough that we actually have such a good memory to look back to. I miss all the kids in the
camp, especially the ones in my group, Cool One I love you all.
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Effort and progress by the children

A quiet drone of voices in the cafeteria is all that could be heard
on the last day of the English Immersion Camp 2003. The reason
for this was simple, all the children were gone and the camp
leaders were just walking around aimlessly not too sure what to
do with themselves! 10 days filled with activities, laughter and

[R}-’__f"l/'u” love just flew by and on that last day we were all feeling a sense

of loss.
At the beginning the children were not too confident but not even half way through the camp
they bonded with their leaders, made friends with the children in their group as well as with
others and were enthusiastic to practice for their performances and presentations. The effort
and progress that many of the children made is a great thing! I think their parents would be
very proud of them.
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My friends

While those children were learning to grow the confidence in
their English, [ was learning how to be a child once again. I joined
the camp as a camp leader but really I was one of the kids. I was
laughing and playing with them everyday not as a leader or a role
model but [ was their friend. I was indeed a friend of theirs during
those 10 days. There’s happiness in my belly. There's a warmth
growing in my soul. There’s a beauty in every child’s smile. I miss
those children, my friends. I miss writing notes with them. I miss
giggling and playing arm wrestling with them. It was a good experience, beautiful memory
and something I'll miss a lot in my life. It taught my heart to sing. Thank you everybody. I'm
deeply in love with all of you guys.
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| really like nobinobi English you guys are
speaking in the camp. | love it.
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Don't be afraid of making mistakes.
Let's try communicating in English.
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