EIC’s Mission Goes Beyond Camp ......

In 2008, along with the regular 10-day camp, EIC Office conducted various activities throughout Japan. The
gathering of past and present EIC participants was an activity where participants shared their experiences and
discussed what are the actions, that they would want to undertake in the future. “Eigo de 50” can be introduced
as an activity, in which participants experienced the joy and the importance of using English.

Ambassadors of
Peace Network 2008

Ambassadors of Peace Network 2008 (APN) gathering,
was held in Shin-Osaka on March 16th. Over 150 participants
took part in this event. Most of the partcipants were past EIC
participants, their families, camp leaders and staff members.
Main theme of the event was “What is my responsibility as an
Ambassador of World Peace?” APN 2008 started with an activi-
ty called “A village of 100 people”’, which was aimed to in-
crease the awareness about the world issues.

In the afternoon session Prof. Akihiro Chiba (a former
UNESCO member and present Kumon adviser) gave a lecture
about our responsibilities. After Prof. Chiba’s inspiring speech,
group discussion session subsequent the proceeding. During
this time participants discussed using English and Japanese
languages, about what actions that they would like to under-
take after APN in order to make their societies better. A boy
said “If many people started to do the small yet important
things then it will turn in to a powerful force”. As the curtains
came down in APN 2008, all the participants went their own
ways as reenergized souls to make this world a better place.

Eigo de 50(GO)!

We believe it is necessary first for adults, supporting children to
become familiar with using English and convey to others with confi-
dence how joyful and important it can be. Kumon celebrated its 50th An-
niversary last December. Kumon’s 50th Anniversary ceremony, where
13,000 (about 2500 from overseas) Instructors and staff from 35 coun-
tries and regions around the world gathered together, provided many
opportunities for Japanese Instructors to communicate with their over-
seas colleagues. ‘Eigo de 50 (Go) ! seminars were held in each of the re-
gions of Japan using the 50th Anniversary ceremony as an opportunity
for Japanese Instructors and staff to communicate with their colleagues
in English as a common language, and to come together as one, creat-
ing a foundation heading towards their common goal. As time pro-
gressed, while staying in-line with the EIC slogan, ‘Let’s try communi-
cating in English,” the participants started to enjoy themselves, feeling
the joy of being understood in English while with a heightened confi-
dence, speaking English with smiles on their faces. Many positive com-
ments were received from the Japanese attendees, such as, “Thanks to
the ‘Eigo de 50’ seminar, I could enjoy talking about my center with
overseas Instructors” and “I enjoyed communicating in English so
much. I want to share this experience with my students”.
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EIC Family

NOW!!

The members of the EIC family keep growing toward their dreams and goals, broadening
their global perspectives. Let us share with you a report from a EIC family member.
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A Well Has Been Completed in Sri Lanka! My Dream Has Come True!

Saki shiina (participated in EIC2006, currently a 7th grader)

When I participated in the
EIC2006, I learned that there were
many children who died from hun-
ger, were sent to war, and had no
access to medical treatment even if
they got sick. Since then, I have
kept wondering what I should or
could do for these children. It was
then that a friend of my mother
showed me some pictures from Sri
Lanka. She also told me that 70,000
yen is enough to dig a well, and that
she had been sending various
goods to the people there.

Her story made me want to
build a well in Sri Lanka, and so I
asked “One World One People”
for their cooperation. We started
fund-raising and collected 73,580
yen in a year. Finally, in August
2008, the well was completed.
Then, as a dream come true I got
an opportunity to visit Sri Lanka
from December 21-26, 2008. Prof.
Akihiro Chiba(a former UNESCO
member and present Kumon advis-

Saki Shiina is the sixth
person from the left
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er) also joined me for this visit.
There, I found the water in that
well, however, it was not clean. I
said to myself, “What? Are they
drinking this water?” On the way
to the village from the capital, I saw
people washing their clothes,
brushing their teeth, and bathing
themselves in rivers and lakes. The
well was near to one of these rivers.
Looking at the muddy water in the
well, I had to wonder why we had
built it, and whether it had really
been useful for the people. How-
ever, the words of a person from an
NGO made me feel relieved: “Until
the well was built near the village,
people had to go two kilometers
away to get water from the river.
Now, things are much easier for
them and they can spend their time
doing other things. The river water
is polluted with agrochemicals and
people used to get sick after drink-
ing the river water. But now we see
fewer people are getting sick,
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thanks to the new well.” I was very
happy to know that the well had
been useful for them, but I still wan-
ted to purify its water. Then, my
younger brother immediately drew
a design for a well with a pulley and
a water-purifying device.

I wouldn’t say that all Japanese
people should donate 100 yen each.
However, if some students from
each school would do this, we
should be able to build both a well
and a pulley system for it. All what
people have to do is to give up just
one can of juice or one ice cream
bar. That’s all! With only this small
change, children in Sri Lanka won’t
have to drink the polluted river wa-
ter. We don’t need to pay much. It is
only the money we would normally
spend on a snack.

I used to have an image of Sri
Lanka in my head as a scary coun-
try filled with terrorism and a civil
war. I saw soldiers holding guns in
airports and on every corner in the

towns. Still, I also saw the local peo-
ple with their warm and friendly
eyes. Their towns seemed devel-
oped and vibrant, too. Actually, I
used to think that I was a “capab-
le” person who could give some
support to the poor in developing
countries — this was totally wrong.
People waved to me or smiled at
me as I passed through the villages
and towns, offering warmth into my
heart. Do we Japanese behave to
our foreign visitors like they did for
me? My answer is no. In Sri Lanka,
children can be as they are, inno-
cent and shining with smiles. I
strongly felt we would be able to be-
come good friends beyond the lan-
guage barrier. They taught me that
real hospitality comes from heart,
and not from selfish motives. I have
learned that kindness toward peo-
ple is expressed by heart, and not
by money or goods.
(One World One People :
http://www.owop.gr.jp)

Distributing stationaries
at the kindergarten
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ou want to know more about EIC -

Please visit the EIC Website along with this Digest for more
Is on each topic, uploads of various video clips and photos.
Se access the Website to find beautiful photographs of the chil-
enjoying themselves at each program, their diaries written in
sh, and digest video clips from the EIC2008!!

www.Immersioncamp.com
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MISSI@NPof the English Immersion Camp

@®To allow as many individuals as possible to experience
successful communication using English as a tool.

@®To foster sound individuals who, with open hearts, can
acknowledge and accept each other’s differences.

@®To allow individuals to strengthen their beliefs through
that which is at the very heart of the EIC, “Kumon’s
mission”, “The Kumon Way” and unconditional love.

@®To allow individuals to show their feelings openly and
honestly.

Through the above statements, we aim to foster indi-
viduals who can be Ambassadors of World Peace.

KUMON'S MISSION
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By discovering the potential of each individual
and developing his or her ability to the maximum,
we aim to foster sound,
capable people and thus contribute to
the global community.
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What is English Immersion Camp for?

At the English Immersion Camp (EIC) 2008, primary
schoolers from throughout the nation were challenged to live
while using only English with people from 20 different coun-
tries. English is a language that is spoken not only by native
speakers but also by those of different mother tongues to
communicate with one another. While sharing some inconve-
nience in communication, children could accept all kinds of
differences in people, such as those of language, country, cul-
ture, religion, age, and gender, through their continuous ef-
forts to understand others and to convey their thoughts to
them. After gaining sound confidence, children started to
make their actions, saying, “Even though we have differen-
ces, we are still the same. As we are all family members liv-
ing on the same planet. Let us start with what each one of us
can do to make everyone happy.” We want to see the world
full of such children. By achieving this goal, we are confident
that we can realize our big dream: world peace.
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The Summary of English Imnmersion Camp 2008

72 primary school students of fourth to sixth grades. Children who have ach-
ieved the fourth grade on the Test in Practical English Proficiency (EIKEN),
or who are doing Kumon English materials 11 and above (equivalent to jun-
ior high third grade level).

Date August 9th, 2008 ~ August 18th, 2008 total of 10 days

Hachikogen, Yabu City, Hyogo Prefecture (Park Hotel Shirakabakan

Participants

Place ANNEX Forest Lodge)
Cost ¥150,000 (excluding travel expenses to and from the meeting place)
Staff 17 Kumon employees, 2 students, 1 nurse, and 2 photographers

Camp Leaders

Number of L ; :
attending countries 20 countries in total (camp leader: 20 countries, staff 4 countries)

31 university students from Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University (APU)

Organizer Kumon Educational Japan Co., Ltd.
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“\mersion Camp

’ 6“ The story of EIC2008, aiming to e
\ nurture Ambassadors of World Peace, starts (‘
Q/(\ at its preparatory stage. Each pre-camp training o/~
session has a clear theme, just as each camp program does, L
since they are related to each other.
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Preparations for the Camp
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First, we tried to build trust among all the camp
leaders and the staff. Always keeping the EIC mission in
mind, we developed our teamwork through a number of
discussions.
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Knowing the Reality of the World
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There are many children in the world who
are living under tough conditions: many can’t
drink clean water and many can’t study at school.
EIC participants discussed what they could do for
these less fortunate people, mentioning that one of
the things they wished to try was to build schools
in these countries.
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Diversity

The children visited the booths of camp
leaders who were introducing their home coun-
tries. While making the tour, they learned about
various types of people living in the world, with dif-
ferent cultures and customs. In addition, by work-
ing in teams of mixed nationalities, the camp lead-
ers and staff demonstrated to the children the
importance of having good cooperation among
people.
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‘ oice of Children

Taisei Yamaguchi (6th grade)
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Through the presentations given at the EIC, | was able to learn about
the tough realities we are facing: the cruelty of war, poverty, and disease.
This made me want to get a job through which | could solve various global is-
sues in the future. One camp leader told me, “You can do it, Taisei. If you
don’t give it up, your dream will come true someday.” | want to believe his
words, and will start with working on small achievements as the way toward
my dream. | will also work harder to become more fluent in English.

What | learned at the EIC was that everyone, as global citizens, should
work together and acknowledge each other, to make the world more peace-
ful.

Thank you EIC! I'll never forget EIC and everyone !
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Thank you EIC! I'll never forget EIC and everyone!

‘ oice of Children
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What impressed me the most at the camp was that, by using English, we can
have a better understanding of other countries. Through the program called “Travel-
ing Around the World,” | learned about so many different things in the world; for ex-
ample, people of different cultures have different ways of eating, and the native lan-
guage of our camp leaders is not necessarily English. | sometimes found it hard to
make others understand me in English. For instance, it was difficult for me to ask
about their home countries, even by using body language. Still, | tried my best to use
all the words | knew, and connected these words to make appropriate sentences as
well as | could; then, camp leaders could understand me. To communicate with the
leaders, | used both body language and English, making many people say, “Mio, very
good!” | became a little more confident with myself, because now | know | can defi-

nitely make others understand me in English.
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Mio Sawada (6th grade)

Dreams

The children created posters in English, pre-
senting their dreams. They were wonderful pos-
ters, with a message from the camp leaders to en-
courage the kids such as “Dreams come true!”
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Family

Finally, it was time for the graduation cere-
mony. By accepting our differences in language,
culture, and other national characteristics, we

have become one big family.
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The 10-day Progran

DAY AM

o

Japanese Orientation
Entrance Ceremony
Ice-breaking Games
Leave for Hachikougen

2 | Exploring Camp site

Making Group Flags

3 | Sports Festival

Cultural Understanding
Making Chopstick

Anindeta Nurlaksmi
Dewi Sidarto
<Deta‘ Indonesia )
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leader.

Pang Chian Chang
<Mike‘ Singapore )
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The camp was undoubtedly a fun challenge for the kids. Day by day the
kids were able to discover their own individual potentials, were able to gain more
confidence, and were able to accept the differences of other people in this world.
| believe that all of the wonderful and valuable experiences that the kids have at-
tained throughout the camp will get them closer to their dream for a better tomor-
row and to a world full of peace and laughter.
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EIC 2008 started out as a collection of cultures. There has never been a
moment in history where a collection of cultures had failed to clash. With that,
EIC 2008 was no exception. EIC wasn’t just an English Immersion Camp. It was
a character building camp. It was a cultural awareness camp. It was many other
things. | feel honored and indeed privileged to be given the chance to be a camp
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4 | Traveling Around the World Traveling Around the World
/ Tree Planting
Q‘i Parent’s M essages 5 | Club Activities I\B/I;(Igr}aigﬁg—Bag
oice of: Camp L eaders ‘ - Movie Time
What | saw at the graduation 6 | Tree Climbing Love Chain
ceremony was that the children were 7 | Club Activities Making T-Shirts
hav.ing a hard time saying gqod-bye to 8 | Dream Poster g;arﬁg%?eo(fnﬁ’;g"mame
their camp leaders, hugging each Work Shop
other, with faces full of tears. These 9 | Writing impressions (A world of 100 people)
ten days must have been much more Show Biz Party (night)
special and invaluable for the children 10| Leave for Osaka Graduation Ceremony
than | could have imagined. A .
| believe that | have learned this 7075 L
from the children: the peace of the DAY AM PM
world starts from our wish to under- El?tlfééjr JIrsr—var
stand others, our efforts to share our 1 R })_\ji;jb_* ”
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