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World Peace Through Education

MISSION of the English Immersion Camp

To allow as many individuals as possible to experience successful
communication using English as a tool.
To foster sound individuals who, with open hearts, can acknowledge and
accept each other’ s differences.
To allow individuals to strengthen their beliefs through that which is at the
very heart of the EIC, “Kumon’ s mission,” “The Kumon Way” and
unconditional love.

> To allow individuals to show their feelings openly and honestly.

“Through the above statements, we aim to foster individuals who can be
Ambassadors of World Peace.”

http://lwww.immersioncamp.com
EIC DT 7Y AN Tld EF A PFEBILEOREBEORRENFRSNET !

Please visit the EIC Website to find uploads of various video clips and children’ s
diaries written in English!

Report 2009
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Don’t be afraid of making mistakes.

Let’s try communicating in English.
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English Immersion Camp 2009

Everyday learning is all what you need!

Can use English! Can speak English!

You have gained confidence!

At the English Immersion Camp, children spent as
long as a week away from their parents and living
together with people from 14 different countries of
various cultures, communicating in English.

There are not many opportunities to use English in
today’ s Japan. So prior to the camp, many children
felt this way: “Although | am studying English every
day, | am not sure whether or not | am actually able
to use English and make people understand me. Still,
| want to give it a try.”

However once the camp started, children enjoyed
their daily communication, saying “Everyone was
kind to me and was eagerly listening to my English.
As they repeatedly taught me in an understandable
way, | gradually gained my confidence.” Moreover,
they became able to learn the realities of the world,
write their diaries and impressions, and proudly
exchange and present their opinions “in English.”

Through these experiences, the children proved
that one could acquire the ability to use English as a
communication tool by practicing “reading, writing,
listening and reading aloud” which can be easily
done in Japan. They also showed that such ability
could be demonstrated as long as there was a “place”
for them to use the language comfortably.

In addition, these successful experiences further
raised their “motivation for learning,” “to be able to
communicate better,” and “to become a person who
can contribute to the world.”

(Gained greater confidence in using and speaking English!}

< Before the camp > < After the camp >
Not
confident
: Neither 2%
Not Confident .
confident 22% 11% COS;'E/S n
43%

Neither u

35%

Camp Slogan
Don’ t be afraid of making mistakes.

Let’ s try communicating in English.

The Summary of English Immersion Camp 2009

Date 1. Kanto area
6 August ~ 12 August 2009, total of 7 days
2. Kansai area
14 August ~ 20 August 2009, total of 7 days
Place 1. Kumon Kokusai Gakuen
(Yokohama City, Kanagawa Prefecture)
2. Park Hotel Shirakabakan ANNEX
(Hachikogen, Yabu City, Hyogo Prefecture)
Participants | 144 (72 children per area) primary school
students of fourth to sixth grades. Healthy boys
and girls eager to study English daily. Children
who are capable of basic tasks and can look after
themselves from morning until bedtime. Children
who have achieved the fourth grade on the Test
in Practical English Proficiency (EIKEN) or who
are doing Kumon English materials |1 and above.
Cost ¥110,000(excluding travel expenses to and from
the meeting place)
Staff 10 Kumon staff, 2 students,
1 nurse and 2 photographers
Camp 25 university students from Ritsumeikan Asia
Leaders Pacific University (APU)
Number of |14 countries in total
attending (Camp Leader: 14 countries, staff:4 countries)
countries

The 7-day Program

DAY Theme Activities
1 | Greetings / Welcome Entrance Ceremony
Feel at ease Ice-breaking Games
Creativity Making Group Flags

2 | Communication
Teamwork / Challenge

Sports Festival

3 |Expression / Discover Club Activities
Awareness / Contribution | Making Eco Bag or
Making Chopsticks

4 | Diversity Traveling Around the World
5 |Awareness Presentation
Knowing the World

Work Shop (If the world were a
village of 100 people) / Party

6 |Dream/Love Dream Poster / Love Chain

7 | Gratitude / One Big Graduation Ceremony

Family
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Voice of participants
Ayu Endo (4'" grade)

At the beginning | was anxious
that |
& communicate

might not be able to
in English. But
i later | actually felt very happy
- because Camp Leaders praised
me a lot about my English with

L\ A smiles. Without being afraid of
making mistakes, | could try somehow to convey my
feeling. This experience helped me gain confidence
in communicating in English using whatever | know.
In the program “Travelling Around the World,” |
learned many things about the features and cultures
of various countries, and felt very close connections
to the home countries of Camp Leaders.

Having participated in this camp, | find myself more
motivated to study English because | actually wanted
to talk more with Camp Leaders, and more smoothly.
My dream is to get a job where | can use English. At
the camp | learned that | could do anything if I tried,
so | will challenge anything and make every effort to
achieve my goals. My experiences at the EIC are
now invaluable treasures.

Voice of Parents
Ayu Endo’ s mother

After courageously facing the 7-day challenges, all
the children seemed brilliant at the graduation
ceremony. They looked different from the way they
had appeared at the entrance ceremony: they were
full of confidence, which made me so moved. It was
because Camp Leaders communicated with children
warmly and passionately that children could enjoy
their challenges without hesitation.

For children the camp was a valuable experience
that broadened their perspective and raised their
motivation for making further effort toward their
dreams and goals. | am sure that the memories of
this camp will be one of their treasures for life. |
would like to extend my sincere appreciation to the
Camp Leaders and staff for their vigorous support
given to our children.

Nguyen Ha Ngan (Eck) / Vietham

| really appreciate the camp for what it taught me. |
learnt not only from my fellow Camp Leaders but the
kids and the camp content as well. | learnt to work
with different people, learnt about other countries and
facts about the world. The camp also taught me to
become a global citizen and do something to make
our earth a better place to live. The
children, as naive and pure as they
are, taught me to be independent,
love and care for each other.

Voice of Kumon Instructors
Takako Takushima

One of my students participated in this year s
camp and happily said, “It was fun! | could follow
what Camp Leaders were saying very well and |
myself also could speak English!” Upon hearing this,
and seeing the students at the graduation ceremony,
| learned a great lesson: students learn English not
for achieving good marks in their classes at junior /
senior high schools but for making friends with
people worldwide. | will share this with my students,
wishing to see as many “Ambassadors of World
Peace” as possible.

Voice of Camp Staff Ayaka Koutani
(Participated in EIC 2002) University Student

At the EIC 2002, | experienced the excitement and

joy of being able to communicate in English and
expanded my interest in the world. Currently | am
learning policy studies at university. Wishing to help
many children experience the same joy | had, | joined
this year' s camp as staff. Again | received a lot of
stimulation and influence, and realized that | still had
many challenges to go through for my own growth.

I m full of motivation!
I will do my best to
develop
further and report

myself

my achievements to
my EIC family.
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Fun Day with English & English Immersion Seminar

Hokkaido English Immersion Camp 2009
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The EIC Office conducts various activities throughout Japan!

While we strongly believes that it is important to
create and provide “places for using English” to as
many children as possible at the same time it is also
necessary to increase the numbers of people who
can create such opportunity with us together too.

Besides camps, EIC Office also offers a two hour
program called Fun Day with English (FDE) to
several Kumon Branch Offices and Instructors which
provide such “places for using English” for Kumon
students.

In addition, we also need to help adults who
support these children become familiar with English
themselves and share the joy and importance of the
language to the children with confidence.

Hokkaido English Immersion Camp is a regional
version of the 7-day English Immersion Camp for
children from all around Japan held every summer. In
the Hokkaido camp, people from different parts of the
world who study or live in Hokkaido join with children
from Hokkaido to experience and share a common
life style through various activities, using only English
to communicate throughout 3 days of camp.

After a wonderful 3 days in camp, children not only
gained confidence to communicate in English, but
this experience will last long in their memory.

The relationship continues beyond the camp. This
experience stimulates camp leaders to create mutual
understanding by taking part in community events,
sharing their
knowledge and @
culture with the |
local people.

As one Camp
Leader mentioned,
“After the camp, |

Fun Day with English & English Immersion Seminar

Hokkaido English Immersion Camp 2009

For this purpose, we organize the English
Immersion Seminar (EIS) for Kumon Instructors.

At the FDE, through the actual experience of using
English that they learn daily, children come to raise
their motivation for learning.

At the EIS, we have received comments from Instructors
such as “I will try talking to my students in English,”
and “l want to
share the joy
of English with
children much
more.”

participated in the school activity by introducing my
country to high school students in Hokkaido. Other
Camp Leaders also gave comments such as, “HEIC
is one of the most creative and educative events
which is full of fun and joy”, “It' s great to have a big
family outside my country”, and “This camp is one of
the most rewarding activities during my time in Japan.”

[Participant’s Impression]Kouichiro Ito (6th grade)

“My dream is to be an action star. | want to delight
a lot of people by my work. | want to earn a lot of
money and use it for many suffering people. | hope
for a world without war, and a world without nuclear
weapons. | want to do
my best to fulfill it, and
| have to study English
more and more to
communicate with a lot
of people in the world.”
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On April 12, 2009, more than 130 participants,
including past EIC camp leaders, staff, children, their
family members, instructors and guests gathered
together in Shin Osaka for the 3rd Ambassadors of
Peace Network (APN). The aim of APN is to recall
memories of EIC, share present activities and
progress among EIC Family members, and discuss
how we can motivate and support each other s
dreams and goals by strengthening and continuing
our network.

The theme for APN 2009 was “Through our
network your dreams can be realized.” To start off,
photo stories which reminisce about past camps (2001-
2008) were shown. Next, Mr. Sakamoto Tatsu, from
Miki House Inc., shared his childhood dreams as his
main theme. His inspiring presentation of traveling
around the world on a bicycle and how he achieved it
touched the audiences and gave 7 other presenters
from past EIC participants the courage to present
their dreams too. One participant talked about his
dream and ended by simply saying that “A dream
can change the world. Let’ s have a dream.”

In the afternoon, some children took up a
challenging role as group facilitators, discussing and
exchanging everyone' s dream and goals within their
own group. One participant shared with everyone her
intention of making wheel chairs for disabled people
by collecting aluminum tabs of drink cans. Finally,
Prof. Akihiro Chiba (Former Deputy Assistant Director
General for Education, UNESCO HQ) gave some
encouraging words to everyone to strive and support
each other' s dreams and goals and ended with a
poem about ‘PEACE.’

TATSU SAKAMOTO' S WEBSITE Come_True

http://www.mikihouse.co.jp/tatsu
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