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GNI, the new version of APN (Ambassadors of Peace Network) was
established in 2017. This annual event aims to strengthen the KEIA
family connection, to motivate and encourage each other towards
their goals or dreams, and to encourage everyone to work hard on
meeting their challenges. Please read more details on page 2.
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In 2022, EIH was held 10 times on an online platform nationwide.
We are trying to expand to as many areas as possible to give
opportunities for participants of EIH to be able to recognize
English as a communication tool. Also, we want participants to
experience the strength of their English language skills as a result
of studying Kumon Method English. Please read more about this

years' EIH on pages 3-4. 7474 Khao Soi Noodle

Global Immersion Camp (GIC)

20015 (CX9 —hUZEIC(EGlobal Immersion Camp

(GIC) &LTHULLBWELE, JURFZELIT. HFRIC
DVTEY. BABEDIZECDVWTH—RICERXTLEE
Fo 2022 BFASAVTORMBEBUELED . BELWL
TRICHREBTHEBHICWMWBARELE F#ll35-6/—
JEBLIIEEL,

The year 2022 was a special year for us since we were able to
achieve new milestones for the camp. We initiated the online
camp, and also changed the name from English Immersion Camp
(EIC) to Global Immersion Camp (GIC). For more detail, please have
a look at pages 5-6!
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Global Network Team Leader, Office of the President

To everyone who has supported GNT, thank you so much for your support
in 2022!

During the past year, we were forced to live with masks in Japan.
In-Person activities were also restricted. However, there were some
pleasant surprises. First, we were able to hold the Immersion camp
online. It was the first camp in three years, and we were joined by a new
group of camp leaders. It was a great pleasure for us to see new
additions to our students and group leaders.

Second, we have been able to conduct EIH (English Immersion Hour) on
amonthly basis and we have been able to find many core fans. Some
students participated in EIH as many as five times in 2022. | believe this
is because the words of the group leaders have touched their hearts
and motivated them. | am truly grateful to the leaders for their
encouragement to the students.

As aresident of Japan, | recently saw some news that | found shocking.
[t was announced in December that Japan's international
competitiveness ranks 34th in the world. Thirty years ago, it was No. 1
for four consecutive years.

Itis a strange story.

Comparing Japan 30 years ago to today, | believe that English proficiency
as a Language Skill has definitely improved. However, interest in foreign
countries may be declining in Japanese society as a whole. In one
survey, young people from several countries were asked, "Do you want
to study abroad in the future?" and more than 50% young people
responded, "No, | don't want to study abroad." The result is that Japan is
the only country where the percentage of those who answered “l do not
want to study abroad" exceeded 50%.

Why is there so little interest in going abroad? This question is complex
and there is no easy answer. The reason is that this trend has been going
on for about 20 years, and it is difficult to find a solution, even though
experts have pondered it. Rather than looking for “reasons why they
can't," it may be quicker to raise children who "want to go abroad.” In
this respect, children who have participated in our immersion activities
do not need to worry. Whether or not they want to go abroad to study isa
decision for each of them. | am sure that the children will be able to
learn more about foreign cultures because they have been exposed to
leaders, learned about foreign cultures, and made friends with people
they would like to meet. It is important for children to challenge
themselves in various worlds. There is no doubt that there is something
more important than language skills. Immersion activities are a place
where we can provide children with hints of that important something.
We are proud of the fact that our immersion activities are a place where
we can provide children with hints on what is important. Immersion
activities are a place where each child and each leader interact with
each other. We look forward to working with you again in 2023!
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The 4th Global Network Initiatives

February 2023. Participants were able to gather

| These included past participants, Camp Leaders,
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£ : old friends and Camp Leaders and, at the same

Participants motivate and encourage each other
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“It was really inspired and motivated. Others' “Thank you for organizing the “It was really inspiring fo hear

challenging or dream encouraged me. In
addition, I reconfirmed the connection with
GIC family.This is really important for me. As
many people said GIC family is home, also for
me, it gives me emotional support.
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This year's GNI focused on the motivation to strive to reach ones dreams. Participants were overwhelmed and inspired by all the presenters
with their outstanding presentations. This was another meaningful and important event where we could witness the growth and
development of past KEIA participants no matter which year they graduated. Witnessing each individual's growth and progress was the best
reward for all the efforts contributed by the KEIA Family. We hope that every year participants will feel like they can always come back to
this HOME to share updated information and life learning experiences with one another.
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Read more about participants’
presentations here:
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For those who are interested in joining our activities, whether to learn more about our activities or to
join us to support the children’s development, please refer to our website for more English
information
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From August 7th through 11th 2022, the Global Network Team (GNT) conducted an online version of the Global
Immersion Camp (GIC). Japanese elementary school students from all over Japan and Group Leaders coming
from 12 different countries and regions gathered on Zoom. We had a fun and exciting time online
communicating with each other and learning about the world using English.
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Participants met Mr. Katsura, a special guest from the Japan International L e L L
Cooperation Agency (JICA) Shiga Desk, and took time to think about water Thdumomn, o Cersam, (AL SR AL, SRR
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“If it were me, | would pick up the
garbage, and | thought about actions

before after

X 7K & K X K
21k B =S T 21k =} =3 K that | could take to do something for
ﬁ@ ;2 Eé = .*f; g g‘g = the world so as not to waste water.”
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“I now know that there are many countries in the world where the cultures and the languages are all different and that
there are alot of problems about water. By learning that having clean water for drinking is not a normal thing and that
there are only a few countries where water is safe for drinking, | got to broaden my horizon about hygiene issues of
water in the world.”
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6471"/., “It is amazing that by learning about world water issues,

the children got to know that Japan is a country

blessed with clean water. | hope that through the

process of learning English they will grow into good

global citizens.”
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“By providing a program in which children’s potential is not limited and allows them to tackle even content that
adults might think difficult, we enabled the participants to proactively participate and take on challenges. In the
end, they could broaden their horizons and become more confident in themselves. In this way, the Global Network
Team would like to continue to support and nurture the growth of children.”
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Wonder the World
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We would like to introduce the "Wonder the World" section of our website where our friends from all over the
world will provide you with topics on various themes. It is written in easy-to-read English, so if you are an English
learner, please give it a try to read until the end.

Each month our past English Immersion Camp or Global Immersion Camp Leaders will write on fascinating topics.
These are some topics that we are currently featuring:
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1 Discovering the world beneath our feet! 2 My adventurous backpacking journey.
(BROEFRZRTHES!) (FLDERRIT—/\w /W J DIR)
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WondeyathegWoxld My adventurous
backpacking-traveling journey
Discovering the world beneath our feet t

What does it mean to be a Global Citizen? 4 Our Heritage and why it is important?
(O0-/1\WIFT4XY>TEIEDS?) (KNS HFIEE)
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Our Heritage and why is it important?

Please take a look and introduce it to your friends! HREZECEBHLTR!
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